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PROCEEDINGS 



MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



OCTOBER MEETING, 1922. 

THE stated meeting was held on Thursday, the 19th 
instant, at three o'clock, p.m., the regular day having 
been a holiday; the first Vice-President, Mr. Lord, in the 
chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read and approved. 

The Librarian reported the following accessions: 

From George Edward Cabot, the papers of his grandfather, 
Samuel Cabot, from 1712 to 1859, an d of his great-grandfather, 
Thomas Handasyd Perkins, from 1773 to 1853. Mrs. James 
Perkins, daughter of Thomas Handasyd Peck, and mother of 
James and Thomas H. Perkins, took charge of her husband's 
counting house, in Boston, on his death in 1771, and carried on 
a large trade with the Northwest Coast and foreign ports which 
was later continued by James and T. H. Perkins & Son, of which 
firm Samuel Cabot, who married Eliza Perkins, daughter of 
Thomas H., was a member. These combined papers contain 
business and social correspondence; the papers, letter books, and 
lists of vessels relating to the settlement of claims of American 
citizens in British spoliations 1 796-1806, kept by Samuel Cabot, 
Agent of the Commissioners; letters relating to the sale of J. S. 
Copley's land on Beacon Hill, 1796; diaries of Thomas H. Per- 
kins, 1 789-1846; and an account book of Prince and Cabot, 
1783-1785. 

From Miss Edith and Henry Hersey Andrew, additional papers 
of their father, Gov. John A. Andrew, 1809-1867; including corre- 
spondence, legal papers, deeds of emancipation of slaves, 1854- 
1856; letters on Capt. John Brown and his associates, 1859-1860, 
with a list of contributions for their defence, and miscellaneous 
printed pieces. 

From Miss Josephine MacChord Shaw, additional Shaw family 
papers, 1648-192 1, and a Bible, 1822, containing entries of the 
family record by Chief Justice Lemuel Shaw. 
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From Walter Gilman Page, four certificates and diplomas, 
1 806-1861; and papers showing the preliminary steps taken in 
the Pilgrim Tercentenary of 192 1. 

From Mrs. F. Gordon Dexter, transcript of letters of Martha 
Babcock Amory, wife of Charles Amory, to her mother, Mrs. 
Gardiner Greene, 1 833-1 834, which were privately printed in 
1922. 

From Henry Huxford Morse, ten volumes of records: four of 
the Boston Lodge of the American Party, kept by his father, 
Solomon Bradford Morse, Secretary, 1853-1856; three of the 
Soldiers' Relief, Boston, 1861; two of lists of scholars, Boston, 
1866; and one, a log-book, 1 847-1 866, kept by Melzar and George 
Stoddard, masters of coasting voyages from Boston. 

From James Benjamin Wilbur, nine photostat copies of original 
papers in London, 1766-67, relating to the New Hampshire 
Grants. 

From the Estate of Miss Mary Perkins Quincy, by legacy, her 
collection of manuscript material relating to the Quincy family 
in England and America. 

From Winthrop Wetherbee, the commission of Richard Hill 
as Lieutenant in a Regiment of Foot, October 17, 1739. 

From Grenville H. Norcross, a copy of Hannah Adams's Die- 
tionary of Religions, 181 7, which was formerly in the possession 
of Thomas Lindall Winthrop, and his son Robert C. Winthrop. 
Also a volume of Psalms in Hebrew and Latin, London, 1664, 
which was in the libraries of successive ministers of the West 
Church, Boston, containing the signatures of Edward Pell, Jr., 
Jan. 14, 1729-30; of Nathan Mayhew; of Jonathan Mayhew, 
1742; of S. Howard, 1768; of Charles Lowell, 1818; and of 
C. A. Bartol, 1861. 

From Mrs. Kingsmill Marrs, works on English history, posters, 
and photographs, for the Kingsmill Marrs Collection. 

From Henry Besson Thomas, of South Orange, New Jersey, 
two papers, 1852, from the papers of Chief Justice Shaw. 

By deposit, from Mrs. Katharine Bell Read, of Roxbury, a 
Bible, 1706, owned in 1746 by Thomas Crafts, of Roxbury, con- 
taining family records of Bell and Crafts. 

By purchase, Directions and Exhortations, by William Hunt, 
Boston, 1 7 19, a tract of eight pages. 

The Cabinet-Keeper reported the following accessions: 

From the Estate of Miss Mary Perkins Quincy, Litchfield, 
Conn., articles as described in the extract from her will, printed 
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on page 3, infra; a ruler made from a piece of oak timber taken 
from the Hancock House, 1863; and a daguerreotype of Samuel 
Maverick Quincy, 1844. 

From Frank W. Bayley, photographs of Hon. John Davis, of 
Plymouth and Boston, and of Mrs. Davis, from paintings by 
Gullager, of Robert Treat Paine from a painting by Edward 
Savage, and of Paul Revere from Stuart's painting; also thirteen 
engravings of Rev. George Whitefield. 

From Miss Edith Andrew and Henry Hersey Andrew, several 
engravings and relics, associated with their father, Gov. John A. 
Andrew. 

From Walter Gilman Page, a lithograph of the " Origin of the 
Stars and Stripes" compiled by John S. Sargent, Chicago, 1894; 
his original drawing, in colors, of the tablet erected to mark the 
site where the tea was thrown overboard in 1773; and several 
photographs, including one from the painting of James Bowdoin. 

From Charles Bigelow, a piece of live oak from the Confederate 
iron-clad Merrimac, obtained from the sunken hull in 1864, and 
given to Capt. John Bigelow, his brother. 

From Lothrop, Lee and Shepard Company, a plaster cast of 
Story's bust of Charles Sumner. 

From Grenville H. Norcross, badge worn at the 24th annual 
reunion of the Association of Harvard Clubs, 1922; medal of the 
Annual Congress, Sons of the American Revolution, used as a 
badge, 1922; and medal of the Pilgrim Tercentenary, 192 1, used 
as a badge by the reception committee; also several colored prints. 

From Mrs. William L. Parker of Cohasset, a lithographic view 
of Chauncey Hall School, and First Congregational Church, 
Chauncey Street, Boston, 1857. 

From Miss Josephine MacChord Shaw, photographs of Chief 
Justice Lemuel Shaw's house, 49 Mt. Vernon Street, of Mrs. 
Shaw, and of Mr. and Mrs. John K. Paine. 

From Mrs. Richard Sparks, a four-clasp medal received by 
Richard Sparks for service in the first expedition to Crimea in 
1854; also a soldier's "housewife," or mending case, given him 
by Florence Nightingale when he entered the service. 

From Dr. James L. Huntington, a photostat negative of the 
key to the engraving " Washington and his Generals." 

From Frank C. Brown, an engraving of Cotton Mather framed 
with wood from the old Mather house, Hanover Street, Boston; 
also a brick, said to be of Dutch make, from the same house. 

From Miss Clara Bertha Dobson, of Ipswich, a daguerreotype 
of her grandfather, Lemuel Shattuck, of Concord, for many years 
a member of this Society. 
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From Arthur B. Claflin, a clock of Egyptian design, bought in 
Paris in 1875 by ms father, the late Gov. William Claflin, and kept 
in his drawing room at 63 Mt. Vernon Street, during his residence 
there. 

From Philip Young, a brick from the old Province House, 
the remaining part of which was recently demolished, taken from 
the tunnel under the house, which ran from Province Court to 
^Harvard Place. 

From the Misses Alice and Nellie I. Simpson, of Charlestown, 
a lithograph by N. Currier, August, 1840, of the house in Rox- 
bury where Gen. Joseph Warren was born. 

By deposit, from Mrs. Walter G. Read, of Brighton, wax por- 
traits of Judge Joseph Read and of his son, Gen. Samuel Joseph 
Read, both by Rauschner. 

From Mr. Norcross and by purchase, a number of photographs, 
of the Fort at Annapolis Royal, Nova Scotia, and of Grand Pre, 
of Blomidon, and of Digby. 

By purchase, a view, in June, 1889, painted by Walter Gilman 
Page, looking northerly from his studio at the corner of Westland 
Avenue and Parker (now Hemenway) Street over the site of 
the Historical Society's building, showing in the centre grounds 
the tents of Barnum's circus on both sides of Boylston Street, its 
last appearance at this place. 

Mr. Forbes, as Treasurer, reported the receipt on July 
10, 1922, of $4,062.41, from the executor of the will of 
Miss Mary Perkins Quincy, of Litchfield, Connecticut, 
who died there on July 12, 192 1. Miss Quincy's bequest 
of $4,300, as shown by the following extracts from her will, 
was reduced to the amount received after the payment to 
the State of Connecticut of the succession tax of $237.59. 

12. To the Massachusetts Historical Society at Boston, I be- 
queath the sum of three thousand ($3,000) to suitably furnish, 
set apart and prepare, within the Massachusetts Historical Soci- 
ety's building, an Alcove, or enclosure, to be known as the 
" Quincy Memorial Alcove." 

13. I also bequeath ^the additional sum of one thousand 
($1,000) dollars to the Massachusetts Historical Society, to con- 
stitute an Endowment Foundation, for the " Quincy Memorial 
Alcove.' ' 

To the " Quincy Memorial Alcove " I give the portrait of my 
brother, John Williams Quincy, painted in the year 1892, by Mrs. 
Whitman of Boston, that is now in the Library of "Ardley." 
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(It would be gratifying to me if the Massachusetts Historical 
Society would consider the " Quincy Memorial Alcove " as an 
especial place for safeguarding the data and manuscripts in its 
keeping, of the Quincy name.) 

(An earlier gift of papers has already been made by me to the 
Society, in the year 1904, in memory of my venerable Kinsman, 
the late Edward Elbridge Salisbury, that I request may be placed 
within the " Quincy Memorial Alcove.") 

I further give to the Massachusetts Historical Society, as part 
of the " Quincy Memorial Alcove " gift: 

1. The Silver Snuffer Dish, bearing the Hancock Coat of 
Arms, once owned by Hon. John Hancock. 

2. The Tortoise Shell Comb (in a little case) which was once 
a part of the dressing case of Hon. John Hancock. 

3. The small repousse Silver Tea Set, of five pieces (about 
the year 1848- 18 50), an heirloom in the family of my mother. 

4. I further give to the Massachusetts Historical Society at 
Boston, the sum of three hundred ($300) dollars, which I re- 
quest be used for the employment of a suitable, reliable person, 
to overlook and examine the papers that I leave, and to separate 
therefrom and return to my Executors, all manuscripts that do 
not refer specifically to the Quincy family. It had been my in- 
tention to have had this accomplished during my life time, but 
I trust it to the discretion of the person employed, and that frag- 
ments or papers of secondary importance be destroyed. 

The Editor, in the absence of the Corresponding Secretary, 
reported the receipt of a letter from LeBaron Russell Briggs, 
of Cambridge, accepting his election as a Resident Mem- 
ber of the Society, and a letter from George Mackinnon 
Wrong, of Toronto, Canada, accepting his election as a 
Corresponding Member. 

Mr. Lord announced the death of Dr. Harold Clarence 
Ernst, a Resident Member since on November n, 1920, 
who died at Plymouth, September 6, 1922. He had been 
present at six meetings, the last one in June of this year. 
The report of the Committee to Examine the Library and 
Cabinet in 1921, was prepared by him. He gave the Society 
a bust, in plaster, of Wendell Phillips, and deposited his 
remarkable collection of sun-dials with the Society's exhibi- 
tion in Ellis Hall. In many ways he had shown a warm 
interest in the Society. 
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Dr. Farlow spoke of Dr. Ernst's work and position in 
the medical world and his tribute will be embodied in a 
memoir to be printed in this volume. 

In announcing the death of Henry Herbert Edes, a Resi- 
dent Member on January n, 191 1, which occurred at his 
home in Cambridge on October 13, 1922, Mr. Lord said: 
He had served the Society as a member of the Committee 
on the Treasurer's Accounts since 19 13. In November, 
1915, he was one of the Committee to nominate a Vice- 
President; and in December, 191 6, was appointed on a 
committee to consider the erection of a Memorial to the 
Founders of New England. In April, 1920, he paid a 
tribute to the memory of Andrew McFarland Davis. He was 
occasionally present at meetings, and had made several gifts 
to the Society. 

Rev. Mr. Park then spoke as follows: 

Death comes to some as a release. To Henry Herbert 
Edes death came as an interruption. He might well have 
said, quoting Job, " My purposes are broken off." Realizing 
that his days were numbered, he exclaimed with infinite 
regret " There is so much that I want to do." He loved 
life passionately, because it offered him such a quantity of 
congenial tasks and absorbing interests. It is given to few 
men to find such enduring happiness in life as he found, or a 
happiness based upon so worthy and useful a kind of activ- 
ity. His passions were peculiarly unphysical. You never 
thought of the body in connection with Mr. Edes. He was 
remarkably free from any sort of slavery to the appetites of 
the flesh. True, he loved a good dinner, but he loved it not 
for the carnal delights it might afford, but for the human 
companionship, the feast of wit and the flow of soul, of 
which it might be the occasion. 

The study of history was his consuming passion; espe- 
cially the study of our local history in its more intimate, 
more detailed, more personal aspects. A great historian, in 
the sense that he grasped the profound philosophical signifi- 
cances of a complete epoch, and was able to view it as a 
whole in its relation to other epochs, he never claimed to be. 
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Had he been permitted the advantages of early mental train- 
ing, his historical interest might well have taken this grander 
form. He was primarily an antiquarian. The minutiae of 
history comprised his especial field, and in this field he was 
unrivalled. No item in the story of our own colonial days 
was so small as to escape his vigilance, no personality so 
insignificant as to slip by unnoticed. 

From this close, detailed study of the daily life and 
customs, the daily thoughts and doings of our forefathers, 
he engendered a great love for those exquisitenesses of man- 
ner and deportment, those refinements of etiquette and 
courtesy and dignity and propriety which, to our wistful 
eyes, constitute the " tender grace of a day that is dead." 
It filled him with a sort of wrathful grief to observe that 
that entire body of mores, as the anthropologist might say, 
the outward culture and conventionality, the suavity and 
breeding, the regard for the more delicate amenities of 
man's intercourse with man, should have become obsolete. 

And perhaps the foremost purpose in a life crowded with 
purposes, was to rehabilitate, so far as possible, these graces 
of the age that is past, and put them again in vogue for the 
benefit of the age that is waiting before. We are bound to 
agree with him that this was a worthy purpose; that there 
is no more effective way in which a generation of human 
beings can be brought to realize their higher possibilities 
of spiritual manhood, than by being taught to observe those 
punctilios of behaviour which spring from the finer percep- 
tions of the heart, and which inevitably suggest the nobler 
sentiments, the nicer tact, the more cultivated sympathies of 
human relationship. 

Of course Mr. Edes' devotion to these olden time graces 
and amenities rendered him conspicuous, not to say incon- 
gruous, amid the raw crudities of our modern time. It was 
an incongruity that he was proud to acknowledge. He 
gloried in being an anachronism. Nothing speaks more elo- 
quently of the independence of the man's nature than the 
serene disdain with which he greeted the derisive smiles of a 
State Street rabble who passed audible comments upon his 
tall silk hat. He had the courage of his convictions, which 
is more than many of us can boast. He knew that he was 
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right and they were wrong. In his tastes and moral values 
he was anything but a democrat. There was nothing docile 
or conformable in his nature. He lived his own independent 
life under the powerful momentum of personal conviction. 
He divided his time as he saw fit. If he wanted to turn night 
into day, it was nobody's business but his own. He was 
a thorough-going aristocrat, in his love of the best and in his 
ability to recognize the best wherever he saw it. His mind 
misgave him that vox populi was not necessarily vox Dei. 
And in sooth, the initiative, the referendum, and the pri- 
maries have taught a great many of us to share his mis- 
givings. 

For a self-made man, beginning with nothing and gather- 
ing headway only by dint of constant struggle against many 
obstacles, he won for himself an astonishing amount of recog- 
nition. It is pathetic to think how earnestly he craved 
recognition, how sensitive he was to slights and neglect; and 
it is comforting to think how he rejoiced in the honors that 
were conferred upon him, how profoundly happy they ren- 
dered the latter years of his life. His honorary member- 
ship in the Phi Beta Kappa Society, his degree of Master of 
Arts from Harvard, his membership in this and other learned 
societies — these all were to him a source of infinite pride 
and comfort. 

Of him it is especially true that the man's labors and 
interests tended to disguise the man himself. Only by 
knowing him intimately could one discover the rugged, ster- 
ling traits of character that underlay his enthusiasms. He 
was gentle and kindly. He was patient and persevering. 
His friends had frequent occasion to marvel at the generosity 
of his solicitude, and his self-effacing humility. His honor 
and rectitude were taintless, and for all he was such an 
instinctive aristocrat, he had a fairness, a considerateness, a 
genuine human feeling in his treatment of others that many 
a humble soul will acknowledge with fervent gratitude. 

Mr. Ford announced the death of an Honorary Member 
and of two Corresponding Members, saying: 

The three members whose names have just been given, 
represented historical interests in three nations. Ernest 
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Lavisse of France, made an Honorary Member of this Soci- 
ety in 1905, then stood at the head of French historians. A 
member of the Faculty of Letters in the University of Paris, 
he was also editor of La Revue de Paris. His writings 
covered the history of Prussia and Imperial Germany and a 
general view of the history of Europe; but he will best be 
known by the Histoire Generate, prepared in collaboration 
with M. A. Rambaud, and the Histoire de France jusqu'a la 
Revolution frangwse, a work stamped with the highest 
authority. 

Sir George Walter Prothero of England became a Corre- 
sponding Member of the Society in 1907. He was lecturer 
in history in King's College, Cambridge, for eighteen years, 
professor of history in the University of Edinburgh for six 
years, president of the Royal Historical Society for four 
years, and also held the honorable and exacting post of editor 
of the Quarterly Review — the old Quarterly — a periodical 
of quite unique position and tradition. Like Lavisse, he 
directed large undertakings in historical fields, such as the 
Cambridge Historical Series, the Cambridge Modern History 
and the series of peace books issued by the Foreign Office. 
Some of us remember his residence in Boston in 19 10, when 
giving a course of lectures in the Lowell Institute, and his 
gracious courtesies to American scholars in England during 
the International Historical Congress of 19 13. 

William Archibald Dunning was elected a Correspond- 
ing Member in 1905, and spoke at one of our meetings in 
November, 1903, on A Little More Light on Andrew Johnson. 
For thirty-six years a teacher of history in Columbia Uni- 
versity he has held since 1904 the Francis Lieber profes- 
sorship of history and political philosophy. In all that time 
he has exerted an influence in the teaching of history that 
has been fruitful of good and offered an example of the self- 
sacrificing scholar devoted to encouraging scholarship in 
others. His publications were not many in number — on 
political theory from ancient to modern times, on the recon- 
struction policy after the War of Secession, and on relations 
between the United States and Great Britain — but what- 
ever he did write was at once accepted because of its merit 
and the solid foundation of research on which it rested. His 
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fine sense of the requirements of his profession proved an 
inspiration to many, and his sympathy and sense of humor 
made him a lovable colleague and companion. 

Key of Port Royal 

Mr. Lord said: 

In the record of the meeting of this Society held on July 
26, 1796,* among the gifts to the Cabinet is enumerated 
" The key of the Fort at Annapolis, taken 1710," from Mr. 
Samuel Belknap. At that time there was a Samuel Belknap, 
a silversmith in Boston, born December 31, 1771, who Mr. 
Tuttle suggests was a distant cousin of Rev. Jeremy Belknap 
and a son of our founder by the same name. Dr. Belknap 
gave to the Massachusetts Historical Society on October 11, 
1 79 1, his large collection of the papers of Pepperrell and 
Shirley relating to the Louisburg Expedition. 

At Annapolis Royal, the old Port Royal of the French, 
there is still standing the picturesque old fort surrounded 
by grounds of some 31 acres in extent, which are now a 
national park. Here came in 1604 the French expedition 
under the leadership of Pierre des Gua, Sieur de Monts, and 
second in command was Samuel de Champlain, famous as a 
navigator, geographer and historian. 

About 1635 the first fort was built at Annapolis Royal by 
Charles de Menou d'Aulnay. The fort now standing was 
built between 1688 and 17 10. It resisted an attack by the 
English forces made up largely of men from New England 
in 1704 and again in 1707, and was finally captured by the 
expedition which assembled in Boston in 17 10 under the 
command of Col. Francis Nicholson. New England fur- 
nished twenty-four transports, and England twelve. The 
military part consisted of one regiment of marines, two regi- 
ments from Massachusetts, one regiment from Connecticut, 
and one from New Hampshire and Rhode Island. The fleet 
sailed from Nantasket on September 8, 1710, and six days 
later entered the lower basin of Port Royal. 

Daniel d'Auger de Subercase became Governor of Acadia 
in 1 706, and was in command of the defence of the territory 
1 Proceedings, 1. 101. 
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and of the fort when Colonel Nicholson demanded its sur- 
render. Failure to comply with the demand led to a deter- 
mined attack on the fort. On the 12 th, or 13th, of October, 
Subercase sent an officer to Colonel Nicholson to propose a 
capitulation; and the surrender was made on the 16th of 
October, 1710. 

Between the date of its capture by Nicholson and the 
Treaty of Ghent in 18 14, the fort sustained some serious 
attacks and sieges. From the date of that treaty to the 
present time it has not been disturbed by war's alarms and 
its occupation as a military post was abandoned at the out- 
break of the Crimean War in 1854. It has been said that 
there is no place on the North American continent which in 
the three hundred years of its history has been so often 
under fire, so often captured and regained, and because of 
that historic past the key of the ancient fortress has an 
unusual interest to the present day visitor. 

On April 4, 1922, Mr. L. M. Fortier, President of the 
Historical Association of Annapolis Royal and, as honorary 
curator of the fort, acting in behalf of the government, wrote 
me a letter strongly urging the propriety of the restoration 
of the key to the Dominion Government, to be permanently 
preserved in the old fort. 

At a meeting of the Council of this Society, held on April 
12, 1922, I brought to their attention the request of Mr. 
Fortier, and the disposition of the Council being favorable 
to the return of the key, as requested, the matter was referred 
to Mr. Norcross and myself with full power to act. I then 
wrote Mr. Fortier that if a formal request was made for the 
return of the key by the Commissioner of Dominion Parks, 
within whose jurisdiction the old fort is placed, that the 
application would be favorably received, and stated that 
" it would serve as a slight acknowledgment of the great 
courtesy and generosity of the English Government in pre- 
senting to the Town of Plymouth last year two ancient 
cannon of the Mayflower period." 

On June 2, 1922, the Commissioner of National Parks 
at Ottawa wrote me saying in part, that 

the Dominion Government has recently set aside this 
interesting old fort as a historic park and created a museum there, 
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in which as many historical relics connected with the early days 
as can be secured are being placed. You will appreciate the fact 
that this old Key would be an object of the greatest interest and 
value in this connection, and I am taking the liberty of writing 
to ask whether your Society would consider the suggestion of its 
surrender to Canada, so that it might be deposited permanently 
with other records in the old fort. If your Society feels that it 
can consider such a proposal favorably, I can assure you that 
your courtesy and generosity will be deeply appreciated by the 
Canadian Government. 

On the 1 2th of June, after conference with Mr. Norcross, 
I wrote the Commissioner that the Society would permit the 
return of the Key to the Dominion Government, and express- 
ing the hope that its return after the lapse of two centuries 
might serve as a slight expression of the present cordial 
relations between the two countries. 

On the 22 nd of June I received a graceful letter of ac- 
knowledgment from the Canadian Government, signed by 
Charles Stewart, Minister, as follows: 

Dear Sir, — I am in receipt of your letter of June 12 th and 
learn with great pleasure that the Massachusetts Historical Society 
has agreed to surrender to the Dominion Government the old Key 
of Fort Anne, Annapolis Royal, which has been in its possession 
for many years, in order that it may be deposited permanently 
with other records of the early occupation in the old Fort. 

I can assure you that the courteous action of your Society in 
this connection is very deeply appreciated by the Canadian Gov- 
ernment. It will be remembered as a very happy expression of 
international goodwill and will help to strengthen the impression, 
that in the work for the preservation of historical and beautiful 
things on this continent there is no dividing line. 

In August of this year Mr. Norcross and Mr. Tuttle made 
the formal delivery of the Key at Annapolis and I shall 
ask Mr. Norcross to report upon that interesting event. 

The return of the Key properly follows the more impor- 
tant return to the State of Connecticut of the Trumbull 
papers, and furnishes another precedent which I trust will 
have a helpful influence in years to come in securing the 
return of certain relics of the historic past, now widely 
scattered, to the localities and societies where such memorials 
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naturally belong and can best be preserved. No collection 
will permanently suffer by a gift of some relic in its posses- 
sion to another locality or society which presents a more 
natural and fitting resting place, and the result will show, 
I think, that the collections of this Society in the years to 
come will receive objects of historic interest which more 
properly belong here than elsewhere, because of the adoption 
of the policy which this simple gift illustrates. 

Mr. Norcross then said: 

When Mr. Lord went to England, I took up the matter of 
the key of Port Royal. Accompanied by Mr. Tuttle, our 
Librarian, I went to Annapolis Royal in September, taking 
with me the key, which I had placed in an appropriate box 
with a brass plate inscribed: 

Key of Port Royal 1710 

Given to the Massachusetts Historical Society 1796 

Returned to Annapolis Royal 1922 

On Monday, September 18, we were received at a meeting 
of the Historical Society in the Officers' Quarters in Fort 
Anne, now restored and made into a Museum, where Mayor 
King made an address of welcome. Nicholson's account of 
the Surrender in 1710 and letters from the Chief Justice of 
Nova Scotia, the member of the Dominion Parliament, and 
the Consul General of the United States at Halifax were 
then read, and I made the presentation of the key, with a 
few words on the propriety of such relics being placed where 
they were of the most interest. Mr. Tuttle spoke briefly, 
and Mr. Fortier, the President of the Society, read the fol- 
lowing response: 

Gentlemen : — In the name of the Government of Canada, 
and as representing more particularly the National Parks Branch 
of the Public Service, I accept for the museum of Fort Anne the 
interesting gift you have brought here today. 

We are assembled as near the site of the old gateway of the 
Fort as circumstances will allow. The key of Port Royal, given 
up and received by brave men, French on the one hand, English- 
American on the other, more than two centuries ago, is brought 
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back today by English-Americans and received by a man who 
by descent is of the breed of de Subercase! Could anything be 
more fitting? 

One thing we of Annapolis Royal must, however, regret, and 
that is that while you people of Boston, and particularly the 
Massachusetts Historical Society, were taking care of our old 
key and preserving it for us, our fathers let the gateway and the 
gate to which this key belonged go to pieces and utterly disappear, 
so that no fragment of them remains, and we only know of their 
existence and location by the old plans, tracings of which are in 
our museum. 

That really is too bad, but I am glad to be able to assure you, 
gentlemen, that we are doing our best to guard against a repetition 
of this supineness — otherwise we would not be worthy of the 
trust you are reposing in us in giving back our old key. The 
Government and the Historical Societies of Canada are working 
together for the preservation of the historic monuments that re- 
main — such as this old fort. The example set us by the Massa- 
chusetts Historical Society is being followed — we are working 
now on similar lines in Canada, and doing it, we believe, 
effectively. 

I ask you to carry this message back with you to Boston, along 
with our fraternal greetings, and our best and sincerest thanks to 
the Society you represent for the care taken so many, many years 
of this old key, and the wonderful kindness and unselfishness of 
the Society in parting with it now in order to have it restored to 
its place of origin. I ask you to assure the Society for us that 
the key will be well taken care of here, and given a place of 
special honour in the museum of Fort Anne. 

Yours faithfully, 

L. M. Fortier, 
President of the Historical Association of Annapolis 
Royal and Honorary Superintendent of Fort Anne. 

The letters referred to are filed in the Society with this 
report. 

We were taken on motor rides through Granville and 
Digby Gut to the Bay of Fundy, and to Bear River, and 
entertained twice at afternoon tea, and left Annapolis on 
Wednesday the 20th. On the way to Annapolis Royal we 
stopped over Sunday at St. John, New Brunswick, and saw 
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in Trinity Church, founded by the loyalists from Massachu- 
setts, the original carved Royal Arms which formerly hung 
in the Old State House in Boston, and which were taken to 
Halifax at the evacuation by the British in 1776, and later 
to St. John. 

Mr. Tuttle made rubbings of two memorial brasses in the 
Church to Jonathan Sewall and his wife, Esther, daughter 
of Edmund Quincy, and to the United Empire Loyalists. 

Mr. Ford offered some 

Letters of Thomas Coram. 

What little is known of Thomas Coram, at one time a 
resident of Taunton, may be found in the Dictionary of 
National Biography, in Hamilton A. Hill's paper in 2 
American Antiquarian Society Proceedings, vn. 133, and 
in Charles A. Reed's contribution in the Collections of the 
Old Colony Historical Society, 11. 1880. To these essays 
may be added an anonymous contemporary and vehemently 
favorable estimate, reprinted in Boston in 1751, entitled 
Private Vertue and Public Spirit displayed. In a Succinct 
Essay on the Character of Captain Thomas Coram. But 
none of the studies of his career and character begin to have 
the interest that his letters convey, and all of them combined 
do not show the qualities of his mind and temper as do the 
collection now given. They are written after Coram had 
attained a certain success and position in England and ex- 
hibit to the full his remembrance of old injuries, his restive- 
ness under opposition and his freedom of expression, the 
more noticeable because the letters are addressed to a clergy- 
man. The tribute of 1751 says " his Arguments were nervous, 
tho' not nice, founded commonly upon Facts; and the Conse- 
quences that he drew, so closely connected with them, as to 
need no farther Proof than a fair Explanation. When once 
he made an Impression, he took care it should not wear out; 
for he enforced it continually by the most pathetic Remon- 
strances. In short, his Logic was plain Sense, his Eloquence 
the natural Language of the Heart." 
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REASONS OF APPEAL. 1 

Bristol Ss. The Reasons of Appeal of Thomas Coram of Boston 
in New-England sometime resideing in Tanton Ship- 
SEAL wright AppePts ags't Peter Walker of Tanton afores'd 
Husbandman Deft from the Judgm't of the Inferiour 
Court of Common pleas held at Bristol for the County of Bristol 
on the second tuesday of January last to the Superiour Court of 
Judicature to be holden at Bristol for the County aforesaid on the 
second tuesday of September next 1701. 

1 st. That whereas at the said Inferiour Court Judgment was 
given for the deft the same by law ought to have been given for 
the pit. 

2d. That whereas the said deft did by one instrument under his 
hand and seal dated the Eighteenth day of aprill 1699, for and 
in consideracion of the sum of fifty pounds mony did promise 
and agree with the said Coram, to Cart draw and raft all the 
timber and wooden matterialls from the stump's into the building 
yard of said Coram for the Compleat building and lanching of a 
new ship which said Coram hath on the Stocks etc. as by said 
Covenants may more fully appear, which said agreement or Cove- 
nant the said deft hath broken, to the damage of the pit. at least 
five hundred pounds, by his not Carting said timber for said 
Ship as he was obleidged to. first, by the loss of the pit. owne 
time (2) the loss of his mens time (3) the hinderance of the 
ships goeing on (4) the Loss of many tonn's of timber which was 
Cut and hewed and not being Carted was burnt in the woods, 
other timber being carted to the waterside and not brought into 
the Yard accord: to Covnant was Carried away with the tide 
and so wholly lost which Constrained the pit to Cut more timber 
to Supply the place, the (5) damage for want of the timber being 
Carted is the loss of my freind one Mr. Hunt a worthy Merchant 
in London, who was concerned with the pit. who hath ordered 
the withdrawing of the Effects out of the pits hands which was 
sent to Carry on the ship and for no other reason but because 
of the tedeousness in building occasioned by no other means but 
the want of timber being Carted, all of which doth appear by 
Evidence and whereas the deft pleads the matters being left to 
men and that they have given their award therein it plainly doth 
appear by Shepherds grand abridgment 2 1 prt. fol. 178 that 

1 From the collection of Charles P. Greenough. An account of this 
suit is given by Mr. Hill, op. cit. 

2 Grand Abridgment of the Common and Statute Law of England, 
London, 1675, by William Sheppard. 
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their award is voyd, for that reason that they have not mentioned 
or awarded any thing concerning said Actions and Crooks re- 
ports x 2d prt: fol: 200: Dtt. 354 and 400. neither did they de- 
liver it according to submission therfore voyd as appears by 
Shepherd abridgment 1 pr: fol: 178: and Crooks 2 prt: fol: 578 
for these reasons therefore the Aplt. doubts not but this Honor'd 
Court will see good reason to reverse said Judgment of the In- 
feriour Court and give Judgment for the damage sued for and 
Costs of suit, to 

your Hon'rs Humble servant 

Thomas Coram. 

Writ. 

Bristoll ss. William the Third by the Grace of God of England 
Scotland France and Ireland King Defender of the faith 
SEAL etc: To the Sheiriff of our County of of Bristol his 
Under Sheiriff or Deputy Greeting 
We command you to Attach the Goods or Estate of Thomas 
Coram of Taunton in the County of Bristoll in New England, 
Shipwright to the Value of three Hundred poundes and for 
want thereof to take the Body of the said Thomas Coram (if 
he may be found in your precinct) and him safely keep so 
that you have him before Our Justices of our Infeiriour Court of 
Common Pleas next to be holden at Bristoll for and within Our 
County of Bristoll aforesaid on the second Tuesday of January 
then and there in our said Court to answer unto Peter Walker 
of Taunton in the County of Bristoll within the Province of the 
Massachusetts Bay in New England aforesaid Yeoman in a Plea 
of Coven 't for that viz't whereas by Certaine Articles of Agrem't 
Indented and made the 18th day of April i6gg between the said 
Peter Walker by the Name of Peter Walker of Taunton in the 
County of Bristoll in the Province of the Massachusetts Bay in 
New England Yeoman of the one part and the said Thomas 
Coram by the Name of Thomas Coram of Taunton aforesaid 
Shipwright of the other part. One part of which Articles be sealed 
with the seale of the said Thomas Coram bearing date the day 
and year aforesaid. The said Peter Walker Produceth here in 
Court Amongst other things it is Concluded as followeth viz't: 
That in Consideration for Carting Drawing and Rafting and lay- 
ing into the yard (mentioned in said Articles) All the timber 

1 Sir George Croke, Reports, Kmg's-Bench and Common-Bench [1582- 
1641], London, 1669. 
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Planke Masts and Trunails and all wooden Matterialls what- 
soeuer fitt for Compleat Building Lanching and finishing the Ship 
(in said Articles allsoe Mentioned) as in said Articles covenanted 
The said Thomas Coram for himself Exe'rs Adm'rs and Assignes 
Doth Coven't promise Bargaine and Agree to and with the said 
Peter Walker his heires Exe'rs and Adm'rs to pay or Cause to be 
payd unto the said Peter Walker or his Assignes at Taunton 
aforesaid the full and Just somme of fifty poundes Curr't mony 
of New England in moun'ts following (that is to say) Ten poundes 
well and truely payd the 15th day of June last past before the 
Ensealeing said Articles the Receipt whereof is thereby Acknowl- 
edged Thirty poundes more on the thirtyeth day of June Next 
Ensueing or on the Third day Next after the abouesaid Matte- 
rial shall be layd into the yard which shall first and Next Happen 
after all be layd into the yard as thereby Covenanted, and the 
remaineing ten poundes within three months after, and to Hew 
all the Timber as much as is proper and safe and all the Plank 
Loggs on two sides and the biggest Masts and yards Eight Square, 
and to make the said Wallker Reasonable allowance for the Cart- 
ing any timber or Planke the which he shall Cart and lay in the 
yard over and above what shall be used about the said ship as 
aforesaid According to the Discretion and Award of two Judicious 
men (who shall haue Liberty to Chuese a third man) mutually 
Choesen by both the said partyes To the true and faithfull keep- 
ing obseruation performing and fullfilling of all and singuler the 
Couents, Bargaines Articles Agreem'ts and Payments in maner as 
aforesaid The said Thomas Coram for his part bindeth himself 
his heires and Executors etc. to the said Peter Walker his heires 
Exe'rs etc. in the penalty of makeing good all the Damage that 
may Arise thro' the Neglect or Default of the said Thomas Coram 
on his part to be payd unto the said Peter Walker his heires and 
Assignes as in and by the Articles of Agreem't aforesaid Amongst 
other things more fully and plainly may Appear. And alltho' the 
said Peter walker hath well and faithfully observed performed and 
fullfilled all and singuler the Couen'ts Bargains Articles and 
Agreem'ts in the Articles of Agreements Specifyed on the part 
of him the said Peter walker to be obserued fullfilled and per- 
formed according to the form and Effect of the Articles of Agree- 
ment aforesaid. Protesting that the said Thomas Coram hath not 
kept obserued performed or fullfilled the Couen'ts Bargaines 
Articles Agreements and payments in the said Articles of Agrem't 
Specifyed on the part of him the said Thomas Coram to be kept 
obserued performed or fullfilled according to the form and Effect 
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of the said Articles of Agremt In fact the said Peter Walker 
saith that the said Thomas Coram hath not payd him the Thirty 
poundes aforesaid Nor the ten poundes aforesaid Nor made 
Reasonable Allowance for Carting the timber Plank etc Carted 
and layd in the yard over and above what was used about the 
ship aforesaid and so the said Peter saith that the said Thomas 
his Couen't aforesaid with the said Peter walker in this behalfe 
made according to the form and Effect of the Articles of Agreem't 
aforesaid hath not Kept but Broken to the Damage of the said 
Peter walker (as he saith) the somme of one Hundred and fifty 
poundes which shall then and there be made to Appeare with 
other due Damages and haue you there this writt with your doings 
therein witness Nathaniel Byfield Esq'r at Bristoll the 24th of 
December In the Thirteenth Year of Our Reign Annoque Domini 
1701. 

John Cary Cler: 

December the 29th 1701 

By Vertue of this writt I have Attached a New Ship upon the 
stocks of the within said Coram of Taunton to Suffecient Value 
and left a Summons at his house By 

John Watts Under Sheiriff. 

The Deft pleads that the pPt hath not performed his Coue- 
nants as Auerd in the writt Therefore the payments not due. 

Thomas Coram. 
A true Copie Exam'd per John Cary Cler: 

To Benjamin Colman 

London 30th April 1734. 

Reverend Sir, — I was hon'rd with your most acceptable 
Letter of the 19th September last, Signifying your Graceous 
Acceptance of one of the 24 Lattin Copys of Erasmus his Eccle- 
siastes 1 which (by permition of the Rest of the late Reverend 
Dr. Bray's Associates) I sent last year to New England; And 
your Expressing your good liking to that Book as proper and 
usefull in the hands of the Professors and Tuters of the College 
and profitable to Studients in Divinity and Candidates for the 
Ministry and which ought to be Immortal and ly on the Table of 
every one that has the Care of Soules; it was by the like good 

1 Ecclesiastes, sive de Ratione concionandi, London, 1730. A translation 
was printed in 1797. 
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account I had of it from some here who are also good Judges in 
Books, I was prompted to send those few Copys supposing there 
were not any of that sort in New England; for my part I am no 
Judge in Learning I understand no Lattin, nor English nither, 
well, for though Through Mercy I discended from vertuous good 
Parentage on both sides as any Body, they were Famelies of 
Strict hon'r and honesty and alwayes of Good Reputation amongst 
the better sort of people, Yet I had no Learning, my Mother 
Dying when I was Young, My Father Marryed again 4 or 5 years 
after at Hackney Near this City, I went to sea, out of my Native 
place the Little Town of Lyme in the West of England at 11 
years and half old until 5 years after my Father sent for me 
hither and put me apprentice to a Shipwright; however, the above- 
said venerable Dr. Bray late minister of Aldgate Parish x wherein 
I lived had the Goodness to bear a great Respect for me at all 
Times from his first knowing me, and often Lamented the great 
pains I for many years took for having a proper Settlement made 
on the Lands Lying Wast and Derelict between New England 
and Nova Scotia, 2 told me a little before Christmas 1729 his Death 
he found drew near for he was sure by his continued decay he 
should not live out the Winter yet he would before he dyed find 
out a way to have a Settlement made for the Releife of such 
honest poor Distressed Famelies from hence as by Losses, want 
of Employment or otherwise are reduced to poverty and such 
who were persecuted for their professing the protestant Religion 
abroad, to be happy by their Labour and Industry in some part 
of His Majesties Dominions in America but was of Opinion the 
place I proposed was, too far Northward, the Winters being very 
long there; he sent for Mr. James Vernon, 3 the Reverend Dr. 
Hales, 4 Ld. Percival 5 and Mr. Oglethorpe and 2 or 3 more and 
proposed their Entering into an association with him tho Confined 
to his Chamber for the Carrying on his Design of a Colony, and 
two Designs of his own viz't for Instructing the Negroes in the 
British Plantations in the Christian Religion; (for which there 
is £960 now at Intrest under good security) for settling Parochial 
Libraries in Great Britain; and for other Good purposes; he sent 

1 (1656-1730), who held the living of St. Botolph Without, Aldgate. 

2 Abstract of the Scheme of Government so far as it relates to the 
Grantees for settling the Land lying between Nova Scotia and the Province 
of Maine. London, 1721. 

3 Died, 1756, son of James Vernon (1646-1727). He was associated 
with Dr. Bray in the parochial library trust. 

4 (1677-1761), physiologist and inventor. 

5 John Perceval, first Earl of Egmont (1683-1748). 
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for proper persons to Draw up an Instrument suitable to the 
occations and to his good liking for he Continued very Senceble, 
and had also his last Will altered to his Mind, Which were both 
Executed at the same Time and just Time enough before he be- 
gan to loose his Spirits and Sences and he Expired a few dayes 
after on the 15th february, and is without all Doubt happy, he 
was a Great Small man and had done Great good things in his 
life Time. Mr. Oglethorpe had recommended to him, and given 
him the names of some Gentlemen to be associates which I believe 
he would not have Consented to if he had known them, how 
ever A Charter was thereupon solliceted and obtained for the 
Colony of Georgia in, somewhat more than 2 years after. 1 There 
are not many of those associates who gives themselves any Trouble 
about the other two Matters, but I believe I may venture to say 
the better sort of them do. They Constantly meet the first Mun~ 
day in every Month; at their last meeting I proposed, That as 
they have still Books which were left them by Doctor Bray for 
to give some small Library either to Parishes or Missionaries 
abroad, they would consent to let me have a small parcel of those 
books proper for each of the 3 Missionaries Parker, Hinsdell 
and Secomb who were on the 12 th December Ordain'd in your 
South Brick Meeting house to be employed in that most Excel- 
lent Work of Converting the Indians to the True Christian Re- 
ligion, as mentioned in a newspaper sent me by my Sister Mrs. 
Stirling Entitled the Boston Weekly News Letter of the 13th of 
December, 2 Which Paragraph I have published in one of our 

1 June 9, 1732. 

2 Yesterday came on the Ordination of the Rev. Mr. Stephen Parker, 
Mr. Ebenezer Hinsdell & Mr. Joseph Secomb, at our South Brick Meeting 
House, before a great & reverend sembly of Ministers and People. The 
Rev. Mr. Cooper began the Exercise with Prayer, Dr. Sewal preach'd from 
Acts xxvi. 18. To open their Eyes and turn them from Darkness to Light, 
and from the Power of Satan unto GOD, &c. Then Mr. Webb Pray'd, Dr. 
Coleman gave the Charge, and Mr. Prince the Right Hand of Fellowship: 
Several other Reverend Ministers of the Town joyn'd in the laying on, of 
Hands. 

Dr. Coleman gave a brief Account of the Occasion of the Meeting to 
this Effect, " That a few private Gentlemen in the City of Edinburgh who 
were a Society there, for the Reformation of Manners, laying to Heart the 
Ignorance, Atheism, Popery and Impiety that did so much abound in the 
Highlands and Isles of Scotland, made a voluntary Subscription for erect- 
ing Charity Schools in those Places of Darkness & Irreligion. But soon 
finding themselves unable in their private Capacity, to carry on so great 
and publick a Work, some of them applied privately to Members of their 
General Assembly, the Representatives of the Church of Scotland, who in 
the Year 1706, recommended it to their Commission, who published Pro- 
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Newspapers hoping it may provoke other Doctor Williams 1 here 
in this Kingdome to help out either with their wealth to Support 
Missionarys in the Protestant Intrest In the said most Excellent 
Work Whilst the Romanist spare no pains to Instruct those 
Indians in their Way to Consider English men as the Posterity 
of Jews that murtherd our Saviour and the Virgin Mary, and I 
know not What. I represented to those Worthy and hon'rd 
Gentlemen the Earl of Egment and the other associates then pres- 
ent on the i st instant That to give a small parcel of those books 
to each of those 3 Gentlemen would have Extreordinary good 
effect, the publishing it in our News papers might exite Bene- 
factors for promoting so good a Work as these 3 are upon; It 
would be a great Encouragement to them, for as they are young 
men they have no books nor money to buy any, besides, such 
notice of them would be an hon'r to them and would Cause Emu- 
lation amongst other Candidates for the Ministry and there is a 
Large havest for Labourers in that Work they are upon. 

The Associates Declared they were willing to give some Books 
as I desired provided proper application be made for them, els it 



posals for propagating Christian Knowledge, as well in Foreign Parts, as 
in their own Highlands. 

Two Years after this, they made Application to her Majesty Queen 
Anne who granted her Letters Patents for Erecting the Subscriptions into 
a Corporation for the Ends aforesaid. 

By the Year 1720 the Subscriptions amounted to above Eight Thou- 
sand Pounds Sterling, and a Vast Number of Charity Schools are now 
supported by the Honourable Society, many more (we think) than one 
Hundred. 

And the Rev and Charitable Dr. Daniel Williams of London, a 
pisenting Minister, having in his last will bequeathed to this Society, an 
Estate of Fifty six Pounds Sterling per Annum, toward the support of 
three Qualified Missionaries, Ordained Ministers of the Gospel, that should 
Labour in the Instruction & Conviction of Infidel People perishing in Igno- 
rance of Christ: The Honourable Society choose to make the poor Heathen- 
ish People about New -England the first Objects of their Care. 

To which End they wrote to His Excellency our GOVERNOUR, and 
nominated several Honourable, and Reverend Persons under Him, to be 
their Commissioners and Corresponding Members; which being laid before 
the General Court, two Years ago, they granted an Additional Honour- 
able Support to each of the Missioners for five Years. 

It is now more than a Year that Mr. Parker, Hinsdel and Secomb 
have been Ministring in the Places assigned them, the first at Fort Rich- 
mond, the second at Fort Dummer the third at St. George's; whither they 
are returned (by the Will of GOD) accompanied with the Prayers of all 
the People of GOD, for their Success in a Mission of so great Difficulty 
and Importance. Boston Weekly News-Letter, December 13, 1733. 

1 Daniel Williams (1643?-! 716). 
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would be improper to Send any before it be Known they are 
Wanted, they desired me to enform myself of the Secretary of 
the Scots Society here at London, who has since told me he be- 
lieves and is sure no books have been sent there from Great 
Britain; And that I would Inform myself if those Missionarys 
wanted Books. Now Good Sir I conceive the Reverend the Presi- 
dent 1 is the Proper person to write to on this occation yet I am 
afraid I have not time to Write to him by this Ship to acknowl- 
edge the favour of his Kind letter, I being such a poor Writer it 
is troublesome to me, but if I can get Time to write it will be 
but short. Wherefore If you will be so good to Commune with him 
on this affaire of Books for the 3 Missionaries, you will between 
you consider who it will be best to write to, whither to the Earl 
of Egmont who is a Worthy Good Charitable Gentleman and one 
of the Doctor Bray's first associates and acquaintance, but is 
often at the Bath or at one of his Seats in the Country, so conse- 
quently uncertain, els he would be the very best person to Write 
to on it. If you or any els should write to me thereon I conceive 
it would be as well to write to me and Instruct me, as I have the 
hon'r to be one of Dr. Bray's Associates, to Represent to them 
that some Books for those Missionaries would be acceptable etc. 
But I forget myself, for me to pretend to give you advice would 
be like bringing forth a Candle to light the Sun; I had like to 
forget to acquaint you that I communicated yours 2 and the Presi- 
dents and Doctor Cutters Letters on one the same Subject, to 
the associates who shewed a just Esteem for them and desired 
me that they might be put on the file which I gladly yeilded to, 
for they were in my opinion very good letters fitt to be shewed 
and keepd and I hope will have a future good effect and produce 
a most noble Building on that low foundation of sending these 
few Copys of that small Book. 

My Wife is Extremely obliged to your Good Lady for her 
Kind Rememberance of her. I beg leave to Joyne with my Wife 
in Tenders of our utmost Respects to your Lady 3 and tho I never 
had the hon'r of any acquaintance with her I had with her good 
Father Mr. Crisp from my first coming to New England 40 years 
past; he was shaved by the same barber Mr. Chickley where I 
used to be Shaved. I also beg the favour of your Brother Mr. 

1 Benjamin Wadsworth, President of Harvard College. 

2 Written in September, 1733. 

3 Sarah, daughter of Richard and Sarah Crisp, born September 15, 1672, 
married (1) William Harris, (2) John Leverett, the President of Harvard 
College, (3) John Clark, and (4) Dr. Colman. 
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John Coleman x to accept of our Due Respects. 

I am with perfect Esteem Reverend Sir your most obedient 

humble servant. _ ~ 

Thomas Coram. 

P. S. When ever you think fit to hon'r me with a line be 
pleased to direct for me to be left at the Navy Office London. 
[Memorandum] Answered and wrote to Ld. Egmont, July 

8, I734- 2 

London, 13th February i734~5- 

Reverend and Much Esteemed Sir, — As soon as I received 
the favour of your most obliging letter dated the 8th July which 
Inclosed one from you to the Rt. Hon'rble the Earl of Egmont by 
Direction of his Excellency the Gover'r who is ever ready unto 
every good Work and is first in the Pious Care for the Success 
of the Mission for Conversion of the Indians, to let his Lordship, 
as head of the associates of the late Reverend Dr. Bray, know that 
the Missionaries among the Indians are in Need of Proper Books 
and how acceptable the bounty of his L'dship and the Associates 
to the said Missionaries, would be to the Gentlemen Commissioners 
in Boston who have the Oversight of those Missions. 

The Earl of Egment was at that time sick at his Seat in Kent. 
I inclosd to him your said Letter which he answeared me and 
hoped to be in Town at the Meeting of the Associates, w'ch is 
the first Munday Every Month, but was not well recoverd then 
but came to town soon after and readely Consented to send a 
Sortment of books for the good purpose you desired them and 
they were ordered to be looked out and bound according and are 
Contained on the small Chest w'ch this is designed to be sent in. 
his Lordship was not then very well recoverd, and Expected the 
Books would be sent away in a Ship then going before Winter, 
but there was not the hast made to have the books got ready, as 
some other of the associates as well as my self Wished for, he 
said he was afraid he should not be able to write to you then 
(but Intends it now) he desired me to do it in the best manner 
I could, to present you with his utmost Respects and Thanks for 
your Letter and to acquaint you with his Request that you would 
be pleased to Intreat your Missionaries to Treat the Indians 
with Justice and Patience and to feed them with Milk and not 
to Cram them w'th Mistry (those are his Lordships Words) and 
to have a Care not to put the fire out whilst they are endeavour- 

1 (1671-1751), a merchant who wrote much on currency and was 
connected with the Land Bank of 1740. 

2 Printed in Turell, Life and Character of Colman, 1749, 144. 
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ing to Kindle it. I cannot repeat what his Lordship said but w'th 
great Disadvantage to it, for he speaks much in a little and is 
no Bigot or Partyman in Religion no farther than becoms a good 
and Wise man. he desired me to get one or 2 of Dr. Watts's small 
Catechisms, a Dissenting minister in this City, which his Lordship 
thought would be very proper to teach the Indians, so I got 5 
for each Missionary 15 in the Whole, little Things. I must Re- 
quest you will be pleased to take a Catalog of the books you 
receive in and with the Chest and send it to the Reverend Mr. 
Samuel Smith at Aldgate Church he was greatly belov'd by Dr. 
Bray and the litest man among his Associates for you to Core- 
spond with for he knew more than any other of the Drs. Designes 
and affairs and is expert enough in Writing, he has put a letter 
Into the Chest for you I thinke there are 54 bound books in the 
Chest, little, less and bigger. They are designed for the Mission 
not for the Missionaries to be their own, but as you and the 
other Hon'rble Commissioners at Boston shall be pleased to Dis- 
pose of them. 

as soon as I understood there were Missionaries appointed to 
Reside with the Indians to Instruct them I requested my sister 
Mrs. Stirling to send each of the Missionaries one of Dr. Brays 
Erasmus Preacher if so many were then undisposed of (whereby 
they are already supplyd each with one). I have a letter of 
Thanks from Mr. Stephen Parker and also form Mr. Joseph Sec- 
combe which were transmited to me by my said Sister and the 
latter named Missionary gave me an account of those Wild people, 
which I communicated to the Earls of Egmont and some others 
of the Associates who are Extreamly pleasd with him and thinke 
he appears a promising man to do great Good things in the 
World, they were desirous of having his account published, in 
which I have Gratifyed them as you may see by the Inclosed 
printed paper, he happened to be somewhat Lucky in giving an 
account which nither of the other did so I was desired to get him 
a Bible worth 2 Genees which is ordered to himself not for the 
Mission, and which I shall Convey to him through the hand of 
my Sister by whom I had his account, here are 15 Sermons 
preaching and to be preached against Popery by 15 Dissenting 
Ministers in this City when they shall be preached and Published, 
I have bespoke one of each for each of the s'd 3 Missionaries 
not on account of Dr. Brays associates but I shall send them by 
the hand of my Sister. 

I request your Favour, and my Wife 1 Joynes tharein That you 
1 Eunice, daughter of John and Eunice (Roberts) Wayte, born July 
11, 1677, an( i married Coram June 27, 1700. 
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will be pleased to give my Mother a visit when it may suit with 
your Conveniency She is an Ancient Good Woman we both love 
her. 

We also Request you will be pleased to present our utmost 
Respects to your Good Lady Wishing you both Long enjoyment 
of happiness together I have the hon'r to be with perfect Esteem 
Reverend Sir your most obedient Servant 

Tho's Coram. 

P. S. I am. not a Judge in books. If there are not so good or 
so many of those as I could wish It is no fault of the Reverend 
Mr. Smith. 

I should be Glad to know the Age and Character of your 3 
Missionaries their Country and Parentage. 1 Mr. Seccombe Stands 
high in the opinion of the Earl of Egment and some others here 

1 hope he will deserve always to be so and that it may be for his 
hon'r and advantage. 

[Memorandum] Rec'd April 14, 1735, from Mr. Coram. 

Answered 21. 

[also] Mr. Coram. 1735. with my answer & Revd. Mr. Smith 

2 Letter on same head. 

London 26th July 1735. 

Reverend Sir, — I was highly hon'rd by your most obliging 
letter of the 21 April, which was Read to the Earl of Egment at 
a full Board of Dr. Bray's associates His Lordship and most 
of the Rest hold themselves under vast obligations to you. 

I think Mr. Seccombe has much the Harder Taske in Grapling 
w'th the Jesuit and the Jesuited Indians I wish he had a fellow 
Labourer with him to Carry on that Glorious Worke. The L'd 
Egment is gon into the Country as most else are, and there 
is so much application for Books for the Many Charity Schools 
erected in the Highlands of Scotland and they each desire a 
quantity equal to what was sent to the Missionaries (the Secretary, 
Mr. Anderson of the Scots Society is one of Dr. Brays associates) 
as I fear no more can be had from the associates, however I have 
spoke to Dr. Avery and some other Good men from whome I hope 

1 Stephen Parker was in the class of 1727, Harvard College, but nothing 
is known of his family. Ebenezer Hinsdell, a member of the same class 
was from Deerfield, and was born on the passage from Canada in 1706, 
and died in 1763. Sheldon, Deerfield, I. 203. Joseph Seccombe was born 
in 1706, graduated in 1731, married Mary Thuriel in 1738 and died in 
1760. 
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to get some books or other assistants against those Jesuitcal Men 
and ther Disciples. 

I have desired my sister to send you one of the 3 volumes of 
sermons against popery I request you will forward it to Mr. 
Hinsdell. 

My Wife Joyns in Thanks to your self and Lady for your kind 
visit to my Mother. 

We condole with you on the Loss of your Eldest Daughter 1 
and pray God to sanctify his hand to you. 

I desird mr. Smith to Excuse me to you for I am going out 
of Town for Lancashire for 6 weeks and was afraid I should not 
have had time to assure you I am w'th the Greatest Respect 
Reverend Sir your most obedient serv't 

Thomas Coram. 

[Addressed] To the Reverend Dr. Colman in Boston New Eng- 
land. Per Capt'n Homans. 
[Memorandum] Mr. Coram rec'd Sept. 17. 1735. 



Liverpoole Lancashire 23d Septem'r 1735. 

Reverend and Hon'rd Sir, — I addressed His Excellency the 
Governor last week by a few lines wherein I mentioned you in an 
affair I then writ on which he will Communicate to you. I came 
from London the latter end of July, before which, I received a 
Packet from Mr. Seccombe at Fort George in St. Georges River 
dated 2 2d April Containing a Letter to the Associates of Dr. Bray 
with some further accounts of the Indians and the Behaviour of 
the French Jesuit in that Quarter etc., also a Letter from him to 
the Reverend Dr. Watts in London and a letter to me, all open 
for me to seal them. The said Associates were then all or most 
of them gon to different parts of the Country and the Reverend 
Dr. Watts was in the Country also I considering those Letters 
would not have the same effect if I left them or Sent them, as if 
I deliverd them wherefore I resolved to bring them with me 
to make some proper use of them for the further encouragement of 
proscuting that Noble Designe of Dr. Williams, and before I 
left London I waited on Dr. Avery 2 once a Preacher now a 
Dr. of Laws and a Man of a Great Estate an Excellent man speaks 
Truth and is Ready to do any good in his power. I requested 

1 Jane (1708-1735), married Ebenezer Turell. Her "Memoirs" are in 
Colman's Reliquuz TureUae, 1735. 

2 Benjamin Avery, d. 1764, a trustee of Dr. Williams's Library, 1728- 
1764. 
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him to move amongst his Acquaintance the Raising something 
for the Purchasing proper books for the better Enabling those 
Young Davids on y'r Borders to Beat down the Old Goliah's 
French Jesuits (tho I think you have no other near you but that 
one of Penobscot). I can assure you the Dr. very readily Frankly 
told me he liked the Designe so well he would endeavour to per- 
swade some of his acquaintance to Contribute something toward 
so good a Work I shall write to him thereon before I return 
from hence for London. 

I well knowing that many wealthy and Generous men are liv- 
ing in this Corperation where I have been well known and Re- 
spected for many years past and was presented with the Freedom 
thereof anno 1691 when I was here on this side the Kingdome 
to adjust the True Tunnage of the ships employed for Reduction 
of the Kingdom of Irland, w'ch service I performed w'th Reputa- 
tion, and have been well Esteem'd in those parts ever since, I 
Confer 'd with some of the Principal Men of this Great Trading 
Town and Communicated to them Mr. Seccombe's letters and 
Explained anything which I found necessary if any such wanted 
it They desird the Assistance of their Minister the Reverend 
Mr. Henry Winder, 1 the minister of the Greatest of the 2 noble 
Presbeterian Meeting houses 2 in this Town, who is a midle aged 
man greatly Esteemed by every body and he is a Wealthy man 
has an Elegant Famely and they live in good Fashion accordingly. 
The heads of his People (some of Whome are Mr. Pemberton, his 
son in law Mr. Ogden and Mr. Danvers and Mr. Hardman) have 
desired him to write to you and have yo'r Answear that they 
may then Conclude to do somthing for the better preventing 
the Growth of Popery on yo'r Borders, but be pleased to be 
Cautious of mentioning any thing to him in your answear that 
may look like mixing the Duty and Expence w'ch the Province 
ought to be at, with what may be re[ceived] on the Foot of Dr. 
Williams' Designe, for it is thought in London, and the Reverend 
Dr. Hughs 3 told me so thare, that the Trustees of Dr. Williams' 
Will would not Readily come into seting over that Branch of the 
Drs. Donation to the Society in Scotland because they had been 
told that you in New England had settled the 3 Missionaries as 
Chaplins to yo'r Garrisons rather than for Regaining the per- 
verted Indians out of the Polutions of the Ffrench] Jesuits. You 
know if their be any thing in that suspected mixture or not I 

1 (1693-1752.) 

2 A chapel in Bemis Garden, Red Cross Street, built for him and opened 
in July, 1727. 

3 Obadiah Hughes (1695-1751). 
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know there was formerly too much Narrow Souldness in many 
of those then called Topmen in that Country; I shall endeavour 
to make the same effort at Warrington and Manchester in this 
County both Rich Towns as I have here before I return for 
London. 

It has happened that the Wind has been Westerly for a week 
past, and Continues so, while I have been absent from hence els 
I should have lost this Opertunity of sending the Inclosed but 
should have sent it to London to have been forwarded from 
thence. 

When you shall be pleased to write to the Reverend Mr. 
Winder if you Inclose it to me I will forward your letters to 
him without any Expence of postage to him provided the letters 
or Packets be not too voluminous and be directed for me to be 
Jeft at the Navy Office London, and be forwarded in Common 
with other Letters but Capta'n Homans alwayes brings them to 
my Wife at his first Coming, anny letters are lost if Directed for 
me at the New England Coffee House I have acquainted His 
Excellency the Governor the Reason of it. I have also acqainted 
him with the Cause of my beliefe that no more Books can be had 
from the associates of Dr. Bray for yo'r Mission. Nevertheless 
I conceive it very proper for no Notice to be taken of it but for 
you to write to the Earl of Egment or if not Directly at least 
address him through yo'r Letter to Mr. Smith, for His Lordship 
is Really a Worthy, Good, Charitable man and a Wise man which 
shocks me the more that he has been prevailed on by mr. Ogle- 
thorpe and others to Com into that Detestable Tenure Scheme 
(in) by which they Grant the Lands and Govern in Georgia 
whereby the Females are all Excluded from Inheriting their 
Fathers Lands and an arbitrary millitary Government is set up 
there There is some Extraordinary Designe in all this which I 
think I see Clearly Into, but I would no more give my Consent 
to it than I would to the murder of all the Children in this King- 
dome: If you should write to his Lordship he would answear you 
with pleasure and is a Well bred man he hon'rd me with a letter 
last post hither, however if you write to him I conceive you will 
not mention anything of Georgia to his Lordship. If I suc- 
ceed, as I more and more Expect from the Contents of some 
letters from London to me thereon in my Endeavours now under 
Consideration for the Settlement of Nova Scotia and Cat-Island 
(in which I have the friendship of many Great Men) it will tak 
off from Georgia. 

I sent the set of Sermons preached in London the begining of 
this year against popery to my sister Mrs Stirling one volume 
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for each of the 3 Missionaries and have desired her to send you 
one of them and to Request you will be pleased to forward it 
to that of them whose name may be set in the forepart of it, 
when you shall have done with it. 

I request you will be pleased to make my Compliments and 
thankfull acknowledgments to yo'r Lady and be pleased to accept 
of the same to yo'r self for your Joynt kind visit to my Good 
Mother Mrs. Waite. Your Repeating her that hon'r when it 
may be suiteble to your Lady and the Weather will be a vast 
Obligation. 

I am w'th the most profound Respect Reverend Sir Your most 
obedient and most humble serv't 

Thomas Coram. 

P. S. Since the above was writen and as I was begining to 
seale some other Letters the post came in from London by which 
my wife sent me a letter from Mr. Joseph Seccome dated 21st 
of June with one Inclosed therein of the same date for the Rt. 
Hon'ble the Earl of Egmont w'ch I shall not send to His Lord- 
ship until I have Communicated it to the Reverend Mr. Winder 
and some of the Chiefe of His Congregation for a further prompt- 
ing them to forward the Noble Designe of the founder of the 
Protestant Mission to the Indians and then I will Inclosed his 
Letter to the Earl of Egmont. I am sure his Lordship will be 
highly wel pleased with it. 

I have also a letter from Mr. Josiah Cotton 1 of Providence in 
New England thanking me for one of the Erasmus Ecclisiasticks 
(if I spel it right) I had no acquaintance with any of that name 
in New England I pray to know from you if he be a Desendant 
from that mr. Cotton a minister in Plymouth Colony and was, I 
think, an unkle to mr. Cotton Mather son of mr. Increase Mather 
of North Boston, who was in or about the year 1697 or within a 
year or two after Charged with attempting to be too Familiar 
with one of his Church Members Wife for which mr. Stoughton 
then Lt. Governor Displaced him from his Church w'ch Drove 
him to Carolina where he Dyed. 2 I happened then to be build- 
ing ships at Taunton in Plymouth Colony and well understood 
from those who had no friendship for that mr. Cotton, That all 
that affair was a Base piece of villainy that the man was no more 
Guilty of that Crime Charged on him than you or I was; I hap- 

1 ( 1 703-1 780), son of Roland and Elizabeth (Saltonstall [ Denison) 
Cotton. 

2 This was John Cotton (1640-1699), son of the first John and uncle 
to Cotton Mather. 



192 2.] LETTERS OF THOMAS CORAM. 3 1 

pened to speak of it severall Times in Plymouth Colony and in 
Boston, but at that Time it was looked on a Sort of Blasphemy 
to Suspect mr. Stoughton could do any thing Wrong beside I did 
not think fit to give my self much Trouble about it having no 
manner of Knowledge or acquaintance w'th that Cotton nor with 
his Nephew Cotton Mather with whome I never to my Knowledge 
Exchanged a Word with him in my life yet he (after the Example 
of a Snorting vile Fellow of Bristol County) spoke many fals 
and Injuring things of me to Cloath me in a Bares Skin which 
Hallow'd all the Hellhounds in Town and Country on to Wurry 
me. as I never wanted Resentment so I gave my self no paines 
about Mr. Cotton Mathers Unkle, and if I had, it would have 
had no Effect for the Generality of the People were taught to 
beleive I was a vile fellow an Enemy to Gods People and aboun- 
dance of such Kind of Cant and Diabolical practices however 
I beleive that man Mr. Cotton has as much Injustice done him in 
that abominable Proceeding against him as those other Innocent 
men who were Murdered on account of the Pretended Witchcraft 
and that there is equal Justice due to the Children and Posterity 
if any, of the one as the other If you or any want further ex- 
planation I shall not faile of sending it. 

be pleased to forward the Inclosed acknowledgment of mr. 
Seccome's letter to him 

If you should happen to see the Reverend Mr. President Wads- 
worth I request you will be pleased to Communicate to him my 
most humble Respects for him and his Lady. 

T. C. 

London 17th May 1736. 

Reverend Sir, — I sent a line or two near 3 Weeks past to 
the Downs to go by Capta'n Prince but know not if it reached 
him At [it?] was to acquaint you that I had received the favour 
of yo'r Letters and have forwarded and Delivered most of the 
Books you sent by Capta. Scutt who delivered them well as 
Directed I must beg leave to suspend writing more at large untill 
after the Parliament shall be prorogued and the Ring gon for 
Germany w'ch will be both within 6 dayes from this day I hav- 
ing something must be done before His Majesties Departure 
which requires my attention. 

My Wife Joynes w'th me in praying acceptance of our 
utmost Respects to yo'r self your Good Lady and Daughter. 1 

1 Abigail (1715-1745)? married in 1737 Albert Dennie, a merchant of 
Boston. 



32 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [Oct. 

I have the hon'r to be with perfect Esteem Reverend Sir Your 
humblest and most obedient Serv't 

Thomas Coram. 

[Addressed] To the Reverend Dr. Colman in New England by 
Capta'n Scutt. 

[Memorandum] Capt Coram May 1736 rec'd July 17. 

London 8th Octo'er 1736. 

Reverend Sir, — I have received the favour of yo'r letter 8th 
June with the Books for Mr. Winder and Mr. Smith and am 
very thankfull for what you sent to me. you have herewith 
Inclosed Mr. Winders Thankfull acknowledgments as you would 
doubtless have had from Mr. Smith to whome I sent them in 
the Country where he was for the recovery of his health and is 
not I believe come yet to Towne he is removed from Aldgate 
being now Rector of the Church called Alhallows London Wall. 

My friends here are Sorry to find you are discouraged from 
hoping for any Success among the popish Clanns or Tribes it 
is great pity if the best of the Missionaries were not sent where 
the greatest parts and Services were most Necessary but most 
Certainly you on the Spot are the best Judges It is certainly 
a Noble undertaking among the Western Indians I wish it had 
been begun sooner I think that ought to be encouraged and 
that to the eastward not to be discouraged or Droped I hope 
Care will be taken by the Government as well as by the Worthy 
and painfull Missionaries that the Western Indians may not be 
Cheated by the Crafty Traders as those to the Eastward have 
been formerly. 

I am extreamly Obliged and so is my Wife for yo'r Kind Con- 
dolence on the Death of my Sister Mrs. Stirling x Wee Joyne in 
the Tenders of our utmost Respects to yo'r self and yo'r Lady. 
My Wife prays to acquaint her that if she be capable of Serving 
her or any of her friends in any thing here and would hon'r her 
with her Commands for it they should be Executed with the 
Greatest faithfullness. 

I am with the greatest Respect and perfect Esteem Reverend 
Sir yo'r most obedient Serv't 

Tho's Coram. 

1 " Last Tuesday [May 11] Madam Stirling died here of a Fever and 
a sore Throat, having been 111 but 2 or 3 days." Boston Weekly News- 
Letter, May 13, 1736. 
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London 2d March 1736-7. 

Reverend and Hon'rd Sir, — I have this day received by the 
hand of Mr. Smith, by whome you sent them, your letter of 
7th January with 4 Copies of your Excellent Sermon Preached 
before the General Court on the 10th of December, viz't one Copy 
for Mr. Smith one for Mr. Newman, 1 and one for Mr. Winder 
of Liverpoole and one w'ch you designed for me for w'ch I pay 
you my most Thankfull Acknowledgments. I have already de- 
livered that to Mr. Smith and that for Mr. Newman and have 
sent that forward towards Mr. Winder at Liverpoole To whome 
I wrote last night. I really think Mrs. Gerrish's letters w'th 
Mr. Appletons Sermon 2 on her Death w'ch you was pleased 
to send him through my hand will have a good Effect on the 
Charity School in Leverpoole where there are about 60 boys and 
but 8 or 10 or 12 Girls, w'ch is an Evil amongst us here in Englan 
to think Girls having learning given them is not so very Material 
as for boys to have it. I think and say it is more Material, for 
Girls when they come to be Mothers will have the forming of 
their Childrens lives and if their Mothers be good or Bad the 
Children Generally take after them so that Giving Girls a ver- 
tuous Education is a vast Advantage to their Posterity as well 
as to the Publick I cannot say half so much on this Subject as 
I know and have seen the Experience of it and I believe every 
bodys owne Experience must tel them the Great benefit of it. 
Witness the good Care had of Mrs. Foxcrofts 3 Education in Piety 
and vertue how it descended on her Children and others through 
them but what am I doing, am not I holding the Candle to the 
Sun when I say this to you that know so many fold better; I am 
very thankfull to you for the Sermon on Mrs. Gerrish and her 
letters, as I am for this Sermon of yo'rs on the 10th December 
I am perswaded there is great need of it I am really of opinion 
That the Growing Pride and Luxury both in old England and 
New will end in the Loss of Liberty to both. I pray God 
Divert it. 

I am very Sorry for the Cause of yo'r Confinement I pray 
God restore you and Sanctify his Strokes of Bereavements they 
are doubtless very heavy. 

1 John Newman (1677 ?-i 741), a trustee of the foundation of Dr. 
Williams. 

2 Christian glorying in Tribulation, a discourse occasioned by the death 
of Martha, wife of Benjamin Gerrish, April 14, 1736, by Nathaniel Apple- 
ton (1693-1784). Some of Mrs. Gerrish's letters are appended to the 
discourse. 

3 Probably Elizabeth, wife of Francis Foxcroft, who died July 4, 1721. 
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As writing is very troublesome to me I am afraid my remiss- 
ness in it [to] you and other friends gives offence for which I 
must ask pardon. 

I cannot yet say whether I shall come to America or not; 
The matter of Settling Nova Scotia 1 on another foot than now 
it is viz't a perfect free Civil Government where every body may 
be fully free in Every respect as in England but much freer in 
some Respects, and to have the Detestable military Government 
now Exercised there to be utterly abolished, is under Considera- 
tion and seems to be well Countenanced by the Ministry The 
Chiefest Difficulty subsisting is breaking the Regiment there 
(w'ch in reality is not half a Regiment tho paid for a Whole 
and the Chief e Officers remain in England w'th very high pay) 
and to have instead thereof three Independant Companys with 
a Captain, a Lieut, an Ensign, 3 Sergents, 3 Corperals, 3 Drumers 
and 100 privat soldiers to each Company to be all under the 
Derection of the Civil Government there, these 3 Companies will 
Contain more effective men than the Regiment now there of 
10 Companies but not Cost half so much, and the annual Savings 
of the Cost of that Regiment to be applyed towards Settling the 
Colony with Protestant Famelies. if any thing of these be 
denyed I shall have nothing to do w'th Settling it I thank God 
I have more love towards Mankind than to have any hand in 
Introducing Slavery upon Children unborn. 

I am fully Satisfyed Mr. Seccombe is as you say not so learned 
as one or both of the other Missioners, w'ch cannot be wondered 
at if as I have heard his Parents are poor, And the others Rich 
who could be at greater Expence to Edefy them but as he was 
sent to the place of the Greatest Difficulty and at a vast Distance 
from the emidiat Inspecktn of the Commissioners (more proper 
according to my Weak Judgment for the Person of the Most 
Learning and Wisdome) and behaved well in it and was thank- 
full for what he had received and gave some notable perticuler 
accounts of the Indians etc. I thought he deserved some perticuler 
Notice Wherefore I got him some books for himself (not for the 
Mission) and sent him, w'ch was the 2 parcels you saw for him 
and am endeavouring to get something else to send him but have 
not Time yet; I think I have the promis of some books for Mr. 
Cotton of whome I made mention to you from Leverpool. if I 
can get any for him I shall beg leave to send them to yo'r Care 
for him; I having lost his letter I know not his Christian name 

1 He petitioned the Board of Trade, April 22, 1737, for settlement in 
Nova Scotia, and on Cat Island, one of the Bahamas. 
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nor place of abode but I think it is about the Narrowganset or 
that way. 

I hope and pray the approaching Spring may raise you to 
yr. former Strength and that you and yr. Lady may long enjoy 
health and Peace. My Wife Joynes with me in Tendering our 
utmost Respects to you and her. 

If please God you shall be well restored of health so as to 
walk to the south end of Boston and will still be so very good 
as give my Mother a visit it will be a very great obligation on my 
Wife and me who am with the Greatest Respect and perfect 
Esteem Reverend and Hon'rd Sir your most obedient Servant 

Thomas Coram. 

London 30th April 1737. 

Reverend and Hon'rd Sir, — I have taken the liberty to 
direct a Box of Books to you Containing a Bundle Directed for 
the Reverend Mr. Josiah Cotton of Providence and another 
Bundle Directed for Mr. Seccombe with 10 loose books in the 
Box and 3 out of the Box, all under the Care of Mr. Smith; your 
letter in favour of Mr. Cotton has put me upon geting those 
books for him; when you shall think fitt to send them the Books, 
be pleased to send the Inclosed letter for each w'ch I pray to 
Close with a Waffer. 

My Wife Joyns with me in Requesting yours and your good 
Ladies acceptance of our most humble Respects and that you 
will be pleased to remember us in yo'r Prayers. 

I pray God have you and all yours allwayes in his holy pro- 
tection. I am with Great Respect Reverend and hon'rd sir Your 
most obedient servant 

Thomas Coram. 

[Memorandum in ms. of Colman] Extract from Mr. Corams 
Letter to Mr. Seccomb, Lon. April 30. 1737. A bundle of books 
directed to you, from the Hon Society for propagating Christian 
Knowledge, between 220 and 230 of them; in a Box to Dr. Col- 
man: In the same Box is another Bundle of the same sort and 
quantity for Mr. Cotton of Providence, and some other loose 
books for him: to the care of Mr. Smith of Boston. I believe 
some of my friends will send you something you may want as 
much as books. 

To Mr. Cotton of Providence, of the same Date. Two year 
ago you wrote to me. I have since had a Letter from Dr. Colman 
in answer to one of mine w'rin I mentioned you; he sayes you 
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are a very worthy Man, and some Books may be of service to 
you; w'rfore I applied to the Society, and they have sent you 
some Books, most of them very smal, 229 in all: A letter of 
thanks may possibly get more. 

The Rev. Mr. Chandler 1 of London also gave me 13. Books 
for you w'ch I send to Dr. Colman; by Mr. Smith. 

[Memorandum] From Mr. Coram of London. Rec'd June 22. 
1737. 

London 9th July 1737. 

Reverend and Hon'rd Sir, — I was very much Rejoyced at 
the sight of yo'r kind letter of the 6th of May, the more so for 
that I had heard it reported a Ship from New England had 
touched some where in the West of England w'ch brought the 
Mallencholy news you were dead. I thank God you are re- 
served for more Great and Good Service. I really beleive Mrs. 
Gerrish Incomperable letters, w'ch you was so good to send, 
will have much good with some few Charity Schools, most Women 
who I have opertunity to Convers with are advocates for giving 
the Girls learning as well as the boyes, and easily beleive there 
is more good to be expected from it to the end of Time. 

I hope you received a few Small new books I got for the 
Reverend Mr. Josiah Cotton of Providence, on yo'r Recommenda- 
tion, and 13 of a bigger sort the Reverend Mr. Samuel Chandler 
gave me for him, also the like quantity of new books for Mr. 
Seccombe they went under the Care of Mr. Smith about the 
beginning of May he very kindly promised to Deliver them 
to you. 

I am Sorry the Mobbish Temper of the people of the Baser 
Sort has so far prevailed as to pull down the Markets, perhaps 
there were some offencive persons appointed officers of those 
Markets. 2 such men every where provokes hatred, it is Natural, 
if your Dog bites me and you do not hang him for it I shall 
unavoidably hate you for not doing me Justice upon your Dogg. 

I find your Country men, tho much mended, are not become 
so good housbands as to preserve their Cattle from Dying in a 
Hard Winter for want of Sufficient outhouses barnes and Sheds 
as well to preserve them from the Severity of the Winter weather 
as to preserve Fother in for them; It is great pity their being 
Lords of their own Soyle should make them too Lazy to provide 

1 Samuel Chandler (1 693-1 766). 

2 See Phips' and Belcher's Proclamations in the Boston Weekly News- 
Letter, April 1 and 21, 1737. 
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Fother and Sheter for their good Creaturs w'ch God has given 
them. I well remember, in the Winter Coll Shrimpton Dyed anno 
1697 * I was at Taunton all that Winter, few if any had any 
shelter for their Cattle tho their Land was encumbered with 
Timber Trees. Their Cows Calved out a dores and the Calves 
were Frozen to Death for want of a Shead or Covering for the 
Cows to Calve under. Those Lazy vermin would ly all night 
by one anothers fire sides contriving how to hurt their Industrious 
Neighbours rather than take a little paines to preserve their own 
Cattle. 

I was allwayes of opinion the Contrivance of a few merchants 
for their own base gaine in raising such great advantages to 
themselves by the paper Currency would bring a General Callam- 
ity on the Province. 

I and my Wife hold ourselves under Great obligations to 
you and your Lady for your Kindly visiting our Good Mother. 
We were in Expectation of seeing her this Somer in order to the 
Settling Nova Scotia with good Protestant Famelies British and 
Foreigners under a Civil Government not military nor Arbitrary, 
and there is still as much likelyhood as ever that it will be 
done tho not this Somer but the Little Regard as is had for our 
Plantations makes it Still precaarious There was a Meeting 
of some of the Lords of the Privy Council on this affaire the 
7th Instant and I am to attend a great man about it on the 
nth Instant to whom it is referred for him to give his reasons 
for it and if it should go forward as I am apt to think it will, 
unless the Kings great affection for Military Forces should de- 
termin His Majesty to keep a military Government there (De- 
testable to all thinking men) Nova Scotia may remain a Wilder- 
ness as it now is for another 5 or 6 thousand years for any body 
that I know. 

We are like to have very Great plenty of Wheate and other 
Grains in England this Harvest but not so plenty of Grass the 
weather having been somewhat dry and I hear the Kingdome is 
pretty healthy, but not very much easier in mind than you are 
in New England. 

My Wife Joynes with me in Tenders of our Due Respects 
to your Self and Lady. 

I am w'th perfect Esteem Reverend and Hon'rd Sir your 
most obedient and most humble servant 

Thomas Coram. 

1 Samuel Shrimpton (1643-1698), dying February 9, 1697-98. 
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London 21st September 1738. 

Reverend and Hon'rd Sir, — About a year past a Citizen of 
my acquaintance told me an honest poor man in his Neighbour- 
hood, a Joyner he had sometimes Employ'd, had told him that 2 
or 3 years before, he and another Man had served at Sea in a Ship 
of War. Wherein was a New England Man their mesmate that 
Dyed whilst they were on board the said Ship, and the Captain 
had, at their Request, permited them to Carry him on Shoar and 
bury him there, And they knowing he had some Wages due to him 
which his relations were never like to be the better for it or hear 
of unless by their Means Wherefore they had been with some 
New England Masters of Ships about it, Who bid them apply to 
the New England Merchants, who upon their application, told 
them it was not their business and bid them go to the Masters 
of New England Ships; by these discouragements they had given 
it over Wherefore my said Acquaintance desired I would stop at 
his house and he sent for the Joyner who thereupon said That 
before he would tell me any further perticulers, he and the other 
mesmate who had helped him make a Coffin and bury the Dead 
man on Shore had agreed not to discover any thing whereby his 
Wages may be recovered unless they could be well assured of 
having one Guinea each out of their Ded Messmate's Wages. I 
told him I could make no bargain about it. Nither could I 
suppose any person would, for perhaps there might be but little 
or no Wages due to him, and beside, what ever may happen to be 
due it could not be had by any in New England without great 
Expence but so far I assured the Joyner that if it appeared the 
Relations of his ded Messmate were not like to get his Wages 
but by his and the others means I would not endeavour to serve 
them nor give them the least advise for it, unless I had first good 
assurance that they (the Joyner and his other Messmate) should 
have one Guinea each, if I should think it worth the relations 
While to be at the expence of geting it, so he believed me and 
then told me his dead Messmates Name was Samuel Tucket a 
young man of 24 years of age or upwards when he dyed he was 
from New London, by Trade a Ship Carpenter I told him I had 
no friend or acquaintance in Connecticut nor was I fond of Med- 
dling with Connecticut folks Yet as his Dead Messmate might 
have a Mother or other relations living who ought to have what 
may be had of his Wages clear of the Charges for obtaining it 
I would give myself the Trouble some time or other to mention 
it to some Worthy Gentlemen in Boston for it is not every body 
there, any more than here, cares to do good to others. I Got a 
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proper person to find out what Wages remained due to the said 
Sam'! Tucket and there is 16 li. 3 s. due to him by the Kings 
books; I was taken Sick the next day after w'th a long Sickness 
so never til now mentioned it. But as you have alwayes delighted 
in doing good I choose to Request you, Reverend Sir, to hand 
this account to some Worthy person of the same principal (if 
any there be) in or near New London who will be at the trouble 
of informing the Relations of the deceased Samuel Tucket Ship- 
wright, and if they have not Tryed for it, being a Year since 
I had a friend Searched the books, which is not at any Expence 
for a perticuler friend had it done for me, And if they will now 
think fit to try for it, perhaps it may be Ten guineas Clear, which 
if well laid out in Goods here may be worth 50 or 60 pounds or 
more there in New England Money; I shall not concern my self 
any more in this or any thing else in favour of Connecticut 
folks yet a little While for the reasons which shall hereinafter 
be given, but I here advise what I think will be best for the 
said dead mans Relations to do: vizt. the person next akin to 
administer there, w'ch I think will Cost but Little at Connecti- 
cut, but there must also be some properly Worded Instrument 
from the proper Majistrate under the Seale of the Province to 
Certify that the person who shall be Admited to Administer was 
so and so to the deceased Samuel Ticket etc., for little or no 
regard is had to any affidavit or attestations from the Planta- 
tions without the Seal of the Province to it because that cannot 
be easily Counterfieted, and there has been so many Cheats and 
Forgeries about Dead Seamens Wages and Many have been 
Pillered for it, the Comptrolers are very Scrupleous. There must 
also be a power of Attorney Witnessed by 2 Witnesses (one of 
Which must be coming to London if such can be had) to Some 
Person of the best Reputation to receive the Wages here. I 
know of none that would be more proper for it than Mr. Belcher 
of the Temple if he would vouchsafe to engaige in the Trouble 
of it, he being well known and Greatly Esteem'd by some of the 
principall Officers of the Navy who will not Suspect any fraud 
where he is Concerned for, And may thereby Save the Expence 
of his Administering w'ch is Commonly required by this Officer 
in Such Cases w'ch is a great Expence here, I think upwards of 
3 pounds w'ch will be well saved, if it can be. That Gentleman 
is a Sober Dillegent valuable person of Truth and Sincerity a 
Credit to his Country and well Esteemed by all the best folks 
here who have the happiness of his acquaintance, he seems to 
Coppy exactly after his Good Grandfather Capta'n Andrew Bel- 
cher who in my time Constantly attended his Warehouses and 
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other Businesses, as this does his Chambers and Studies without 
haunting Taverns and Helltraps as too too many of his Country 
men have done. If he will medle with this affair I will endeavour 
to get what necessary Information I can for the better accomplish- 
ing it without desiring any Reward for it, hoping every thing he 
touches will prosper he never is seen in any Company but what 
is very good and Reputable. It is 7 years at least since he came 
into England and I have Never seen him in any Company but 
what you or the Governor his Father or any Subject in England 
might well be seen in. If the said Deceased's Relations can pre- 
vaile on his Excellency the Governor at Boston to recommend 
their affaire to his Son Jonathan Belcher Esqr. of the Middle 
Temple he would doubtless readily obay him as soon as the proper 
powers should come to his hand for it. 

The whole Wages due as I said before is by the Kings Books 
£i6.3s. out of Which the Joyner and his Messmate must have 2 
Guineas. There will also be one Shilling of every pound, as the 
Constant Custome is, to the Receivers, who attend the pays and 
waite the proper times to receive the Money after it is Ordered 
to be paid, w'ch would not be proper nor Comely for Mr. Belcher 
to attend from time to Time for it after he should have got it 
ordered, so that after the 2 Guineas and the 16 sh. aboue said 
should be deducted, there would be 13 li. 5 sh. remain and if 
Mr. Belcher should be able to receive the Wages with Saving 
the Expence of an Administration here w'ch perhaps he may do 
by his Intrest w'th the principal officers of the Navy There would, 
besides Mr. Belchers Charges, be Ten Guineas or near it for the 
Deceased's Relations w'ch if Poor, would be a great help to them. 
I heartily wish they may have it, if the man had lived to take 
his wages himself not one penny would have been abated him. 
I do not desire nor Expect any thanks from those who may be 
entitled to the Wages, for this Information, the favour is Small 
and I beleive every one ought in duty to do any good they can 
Yet the unhandsome behaviour I have found 2 or 3 times from 
persons of Connecticut (w'ch were all I ever had to do with of 
that Colony) after favours done them here will make me afraid 
ever to concern myself or medle with serving any more from 
thence. 

I will take the liberty to mention only the last of them vizt. 
about 2 years and half past Mr. Mason 1 came hither with his 
Father and two Mohegan Indians to apply to the King for Redress 
against the Oppresive Injuries done to that Tribe by defrauding 

^ Samuel Mason. In 1742 the Indians charged him with false repre- 
sentations. Conn. Hist. Soc. Collections, xi. 50. 
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them of their Lands. These Gentlemen brought letters of Recom- 
mendation to the Earl of Silkirk x who is a good Natured Gentle- 
man and readily Introduced them and their Petition to His 
Majesty who was Graceously pleased to recommend it to the 
Duke of New Castle 2 Principal Secretary of State to cause that 
Grievance to be enquired into. His Grace Ordered the Lords of 
Trade and Plantations to examin into the affair and found by 
their own books and papers those Indians had been Jockyed in 
the latter part of Q Anne's Reigne by the People of Connecticut 
and made Report thereof and Lodged the same in the Duke of 
New Castle' Office for the King and there it was like to remain 
The Summer being far advanced the Earl of Silkirk went, as 
usual, to Scotland for some months, Mr. Mason, Father and Son, 
were w'th good reason under Concern at the Earls going, asked 
him who they could apply to, his Lordship advised them to apply 
to Sir Charles Wager 3 as most Capable of serving them. They 
went to him but he having beside his being of the Privy Council 
and Cabinett Council the affairs of the Admiralty on his Shoulders 
he did not care to meddle in their affaire w'ch gave them still 
more Concerne. They knew that Sir Charles had some regard 
for me, desired I would speak to him in their favour, which I 
did very heartily, being Senceble of the Great Importance of 
having all the Nations of Indians in the English Intrest to pre- 
vent the Vast Designs of France upon our American Plantations; 
Sir Charles Wager gave me leave to bring them to him and told 
them they were in a wrong Path, for as the affair Stood no order 
could be given upon it because the Petition should have been 
presented to the King in Council (not to the King in his with- 
drawing room as that was done) and then the Board of Trade 
and plantations could have made Report to the Committee of 
Council but Sir Charles very Graciously told them he would 
speake to the Duke of New Castle and to the Lord President of 
the Council to have the said Report and the whole affaire into 
the Right Channel which was done accordingly and a Commission 
thereupon Granted by the King to the Governors and Councils 
of the Provinces of New York and Rhoad Island or any 5 or more 
of them to go into and meet in Connecticut and Examin and 
dicide the Differan[ce.] Mr. Mason the Father was dead before 
Sir Charles had made any progress in the affair, only I think 
he got it Ordered into the Right Channel. Sir Charles got all the 
Fees paid so that Mr. Mason was not at a penny Cost, only 30 

1 John Hamilton, third Earl of Selkirk, d. 1744. 

2 Thomas Pelham-Holles (1693-1768). 

3 The Admiral (1666-1743). 
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Guineas for his own Sollicitor, w'ch would have been paid also 
if he had been so happy to have given in an account of it. More 
over Sir Charles Wager got a Grant or Order for Three hunden 
pounds out of the Exchequer for Mr. Mason for his Expences 
in Coming and being here and going back. This surprising good- 
ness of Sir Charles ought Certainly to have Thankfull acknowl- 
edgements, and I advised Mr. Mason before he went hence not 
to faile at his coming home of writing a letter of Thanks to Sir 
Charles, but he has not done it, w'ch makes me ashamed to think 
of it, much more when Sir Charles has asked me how they got 
home and what is done in the affair etc. Such unthankfull Crea- 
tures hurts others who afterwards wants friendship, as bad as he 
does who puis the plank away after he's got over the Ditch, who 
can ever shew favour to such Creatures of no More thankfull- 
ness in them than in the baser sort of horses when they have 
eaten up their Provender turn their Tailes and Shi-te in the 
Manger. 

I hope the Surviving Indian who came and returned with him 
will be handsomer if the Inclosed letter falls into the hand of 
any who will be so good as to give it safe conveyance to 
him. he is a youn man of Tolerable good Sence and can write 
pretty well I think. 

If the Relations of the Deceased Samuel Tucket before Men- 
tioned should Try for his Wages and would write to me thareon 
they may Direct it for me and get their Letter Conveyed to the 
Governor in Boston. 

I am perswaded you will the more ready excuse this Trouble 
as it may serve some honest poor Body. I am w'th the Greatest 
Esteem Reverend and Hon'rd Sir your most obedient humble 
servant 

Thomas Coram. 

P. S. I have left the Inclosed letter open under a flying Seal, 
for the Worthy Gent'n you may send it to to close it with the 
loss of his finger wetted, before he gives it or sends it to Cato. 

London 2 2d September 1738. 

Reverend and Hon'rd Sir, — I have been Hon'rd with your 
Kind and obliging letters of the 15th of April and of the 14th 
July w'th 3 Copys of the Excellent Sermon on 5th June last to 
the Artillery Company in Boston, one I delivered to Mr. Smith 
and another Sent to Mr. Winder in Leverpoole in a Frank'd letter, 
and the other I keep for my own and friends use. 
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The Death of that Sincere honest Gentleman Coll. Quincy 1 
must be a Great Loss to His Country as well as His Family. 

I am Extreamly obliged to your Goodness in being thankfull 
for my recovery from a Dangerous and I thought Long Sickness 
I Lay under at this time last year. I (find by your account 
of your age th't I Started on the Race of Life 4 or 5 years 
before you I wish I could be sufficiently thankfull that I am 
now, God be praised, in as good health as ever, I eat and Drink 
and Sleep Comfortably and tho heavy can Walk 10 or a dozen 
Miles in a day and hope to live to see the accomplishment of 
the Designe of Re [s] cuing poor Miserable Exposed Newborn 
Infants or Foundlings from the Cruelties of their own Parents 
or Barberous Nurses. 2 I have a very hopefull prospect of the 
good Success of it, after many Difficulties, inexpressable ones, 
that attended my Solicitations in order to bring it before the 
the King in Council where it was well received. The Copys I 
did myself the favour to send you will shew what round about 
Wayes I was forced to take, first to get the first Rank of Ladys, 
then the first of the Noblemen and other Gentlemen, then a 
Recomendation Subscribed by may Justices and others; for with- 
out that round about way I found it was Impossible to be done, 
for I could no more prevaile on any Arch Bishop or Bishop or 
Nobleman Britain or Foreigner or any other Great Man, I tryed 
them all, to speake to the Late King or his present Majesty on 
this affair than I could have prevailed with any of them, if I 
had tryed it, to have putt doun their Breeches and present their 
Backsides to the King and Queen in a full Drawing room such 
was the unchristian Shyness of all about the Court; After I had 
the Committee of Councils order to the Attorney and Sollicitor 
General to examin and Report on this affair the Next Difficulty 
was to get Money to pay all Fees for preparing and pasing a 
Charter, I was in hopes from her late Majesty's so much talked 
of extencive Goodness and Charity that the Expence of passing 
a Royal Charter would have been defrayed, but I soon found 
myself Mistaken a little before this Time 12 month I was taken 
Sick, w'ch Sickness Confined me until the Queens Death 3 and 
after that her Death Locked up all publick business for some 
time. Then I was to get the heads of a Charter drawn up, in 

1 Edmund Quincy (1681-1738), who died in England, where he had 
gone as agent of Massachusetts on the boundary between that province and 
New Hampshire. 

2 A History of the Foundling Hospital, by John Brownlow, was issued 
in 1858. 

3 Wilhelmina Caroline (1683-173 7), daughter of John Frederick, Mar- 
grave of Brandenburg- Ansback. 
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which I lost 3 months and half or more by employing one of the 
very Top attorneys so called for such an affair, he neglected it 
and promised me from time to time notwithstanding he was to 
have 20 Guineas for his Trouble which a Master In Chancery 
promised as a Gift from his Lady who has been a good 
acquain[tan]ce of my Wife ever since the year 17 10, but this 
Rich Attorney never regarded the pressing Instances I could 
make until the 2 2d of July he being to go out of Town for a 
Week he said, but is not yet returned set One of his Clerks to 
draw it up, so I found it did not contain what I liked, I rejected 
it and have got it done greatly to my Satisfaction by the very 
person employed by the Attorney General to draw up Charters 
and it is to my good liking so that I am Ready for them as soon 
as they come to Town it being now w't they call the Long vaca- 
tion when the Courtiers and Lawyers are in the Country for 3 
Months or more. When I get the Charter passed I will do myself 
the favour to send you a Copy thereof. 1 I shall not want money 
to pay the fees w'ch will be more than 200 Guineas to prepare, 
and pass the Charter through all the Offices and Officers, not 
withstanding it is on so Compassionate a Case, but I am told and 
do believe, if it was to prevent the abolishing of Christianity out 
of the World no Lawyer nor Office man would abate of his Fees. 
I have had Money sent into a bankers hand, who I prevailed with 
to receive and account for Benefactions for the Expence of pass- 
ing the Charter, by some great Ladies, the Present L'd Mayor 
and another Alderman and the Duke of Bedford 2 5 Guineas 
each but finding it took up much writing I got half a Thousand 
letters Printed. I inclose one of them only to shew you what 
they are. I had just prepared this to send into a Family in the 
North. I do not send it in expectiation of any benefaction from 
New England for this affaire (there is something els w'ch would 
well become them to do w'ch I shall mention to you herein after 
if I have time) I sent one of those printed letters into Northamp- 
tonshire to a Lady at her Seat there but inclosed it together 
wih a Copy of the Kings order in Council hereon, in a letter to 
the Lord Vere Beauclerk 3 one of the L'ds of Admiralty then with 
his Wife at the Said Lady her Aunt's house. I have the hon'r 
« to be known to his Lordship near 20 years but not to the Lady. 
I have also inclosed a Copy of his Answear to my letter. I am 
the better pleased with myself that every Step I have taken in 
this affair has been exactly what I would do if I had life enough 

1 It was printed by John Baskett, the king's printer, in 1740. 

2 John Russell, fourth Duke of Bedford (1 710-17 71). 

3 Afterwards Lord Vere. 
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EVERAL Ladles of Quality and other Perfons, haying 

Earnestly recommended the erecting and fupportiog an HOS- 
PITAL for FOUNDLINGS, in or near Loudm y where it is fo 
much wanted, to prevent the frequent Murders of innocent Children at 
their Birth, by the Hands of their own Parents, to hide their Shame, befide 

other* fatal Confequences, as .breeding up Thieves, Robbers, Murderers, 
Qfc. to the great Reproach of the Britijk Nation ; His Majefty in Council, 
taking into his Royal Confideration the Reprefentations humbly made 
to him ori this Head, has fo far declared his Approbation of it, as- to re- 
fer it to a Committee of the Lords of his moft honourable Privy Council, 
who have referr/d it to the Attorney and Solicitor General, to examine 
into the fame, together with fuch Piopofals or Heads of a Charter, at 
jhall be laid before them for fuch a Foundation : But the preparing and 
paffing a Charter for tfaefe Purpofes being attended with an Expence 
too great to be borne by the private Perfon who has hitherto follicited 
this Affair, 

It is therefore humbly recommended to companionate and well dtt- 

pos'd Perfons, to affift by their Bounty in defraying the faid Expencej 

and whatever their Liberality may happen to exceed the ncceflfary Fees, 
and other unavoidable Disburfemcnts for preparing and paffing the Char- 
ter through the proper Offices, will be faithfully apply'd to the common 
Fund, fubjeel: to the Directions of fuch Truftees as His Majefty Hull ap- 
point, for bringing fo necelTary an Eftabltfhment to effect : And in order 
thereunto Mr. Andrew Drttmmmd, Banker at Charittg-Crefs, will re- 
ceive and account for all fuch Sums as fihall be lodged in his Hands for this 
Purpofe ; at whofe Houfe any Benefa&or to this laudable Defign, will be 
welcome to be informal of tbeProgrefs already made in it*, and whatever 
yotiT felf, or any of your charitable Friends may be pleas'd to contribute, 
.the fame will be thankfully acknowledged by all the Wcll-wiChers to the 
Undertaking, particularly, with the utmoft relpcc\ by 
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before me and was to begin it again so that I cannot find room to 
repent my doing this or that about it. I cannot help the back- 
wardness or delays in some folks w'ch I have met with in the 
progress thereof. 

The affair of Nova Scotia Sleeps ever since the fore part of 
February last when the Ministry seemed Intent on Sending out 
of hand One hundred or more Industreous proper Famelies to 
be Settled under a Civil Government, w'th 4 Independant Com- 
panies of English under its Direction each Company to have 
Contained 100 private Soldiers, one Captain, one Lieut, one En- 
signe, 3 Sergents, 3 Corporals, 2 Drums a Chaplin and a Surgeon. 
This would have been many more private men than is Contained in 
the Rigement now there which was to have been broke there and 
all the officers have been provided for here. If I had gon in the 
direction of that Settlement I hope I should have had more hon'r 
and Justice than to have Suffered any one Soldier to be tricked 
or deminished of one farthing of the Wages or victuals, or the 
Cloathing yearly allowed them. But the Dread of a War put 
these matters out of their heads so that Nova Scotia seems like 
to remaine as it is £16000 per annum Charge to the Government 
for Wages and victuals to the Rigement Including £1000 per 
annum to the Colonel for being also Governor of the Province. 
To what purpose has this Rigement been at that vast Expence 
so long, but I believe the progress I have made therein will exite 
some or others to accomplish it on any alteration or Turn of 
affairs, for the Good of Nova Scotia as my endeavours for a 
Lighthouse on the Great Brewster w'ch I believe was not known 
to you and many others for the benifit of Nagigation of New 
England, be pleased to know that after it was known here the 
packet boat or vessel sent by the Post office by order of the 
Government with News of the Death of Queen Anne and Orders 
to the Governors to Proclaim King George was Lost on Cony- 
hasset Rocks and all the Company Droun'd, 1 I got a Petition 
Prepared to be Subscribed by proper Owners and Masters of 
Merchants Ships Trading to New England and to be presented 
to the King setting forth the Security it would be to His 
Majestys Ships of War as well as to Merchants Ships trading 
to New England if a proper Lighthouse was Erected on the Great 
Brewster, and praying His Majesty to Recommend the Erecting 
and Maintaining so Beneficial and necessary a Conveniancy for 
the preservation of the Trade of His Majesties Subjects in those 
parts. I also got prepared a Certificate and had it Subscribed 

1 2 Proceedings, xv. 338. It was the Hazard. 
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by the Captains of Ships of War having been there on the Station 
or otherwise, Shewing the Great Security it would be to His 
Majesties Ships of War and others if a Lighthouse was Erected 
and maintained on the S'd Grat Brewster near Nantasket on the 
Coast of New England all the Captains of Ships of War who I 
could meet w'th readily Subscribed the Certificate, amongst 
whome was Capta'n Fairfax x then Lord Mayor of York who I 
waited on him at his house there I having a Call to that City; 
all the Merchants in London who I applyed to that Traded to 
New England readely Subscribed the Petition to to the King 
and so did the Masters of the Ship who I could meet with that 
had traded to New England they all did it very willingly except 
2 or 3 of New England who affected to be very Cautious. One 
whose name I forgot he was of Barnstable or some place that 
Way was 2 or 3 times here Master of a Vessel from Boston or 
Rhoad Island. I met him in Cornhill and proposed his subscrib- 
ing the Petition, w'ch I had with me he Consented and I bor- 
rowed a pen with Ink at a Shop against us and he Subscribed it 
properly but the Moment he had done so he, I suppose thought 
he had done something he did not know what, claped his Thumb 
upon his Name and tore his own and other Names and ran out of 
the Shop and left the torn Petition on the Comptor, and me in 
the Shop, he wisely Kept out of Sight that voyage else I should 
have given him Trouble. The folks in the Shop saw him tare the 
Petition; I had then to get another Petition Subscribed w'ch I 
got done with Convenient Dispatch but Coll Byfield 2 went from 
home about that Time from hence where I had Stuck in his 
Skirts to prevent his obtaining to be Governor or so much as 
judge of the Admiralty again in New England, for the Intolerable 
Oppression that Proud base Monster had Malliciously brought on 
me in that Country for 3 or 4 years together and for no more 
Cause than you have given to me, his only pretence for it was 
that I had, as he said, been hard upon his Tennants Son Named 
Dan Throope who had Covenanted with me to build a vessell 
with my Timber and Plank in My Building yard at Zebulon then 
in Taunton now in the New Township Called Dighton on the 
further side of Taunton and had received his first Payment 
thereon and [before] he had done any thing to it found Means 
by the help of the Mistress of the house where I lodged in the 
year 1699 near my said Building yard to break open my Chest 
and take out the said Covenant and burnt it; I could not obtaine 

1 Robert Fairfax (1666-1725). 

2 Nathaniel Byfield (1653-1733), son of Richard Byfield (1598-1664), 
an ejected minister. He married (1) Deborah Clark and (2) Sarah Leverett. 
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a Warrant of the Justice in Taunton to take the Rouge up, but 
afterwards took him in Boston where he got his Fathers Land- 
lord Byfield to be bound for his performance of the Work, before 
which tho I had been 5 or 6 years in New England had never 
been in Byfields his Company or spoken with him yet he used 
me with very Scurrilous Language and Said his being bound to 
me should be my Ruin, and he endeavoured it accordingly not 
only in Bristol County where he had a Party would do any vile 
thing he desired or were told would please him, even the Inferiour 
Judges of the Court as well as most of the Jurymen (not all) 
and other vile Fellows did all the Divel could put in their heads 
to please him and Ruin Mee. I say this Monster Byfield finding 
here anno 1716 he had Injured a man who remembered it and 
that he was never like to obtain any thing here of those I was 
known to, he returned I cannot say whether a Shamed or not, 
but he thought to Defeat my endeavours for a Lighthouse and 
on his arival in Boston put his Son Taylor x then Lieu't Governor 
upon putting the General Court on Erecting a Lighthouse w'ch 
answeared my End and I think is better than if it had been done 
by any body else the King could have recommended it to. Thus 
you have the history of the begining of the Lighthouse w'ch you 
could Scarce have had from any else. I have the 2 petitions 
and Certificate now by me I happened to fall upon them as I 
was romaging 2 or 3 days past for some other Papers; I wish 
some body or other whether an honest man or a Byfield friend or 
Enemy would get Nova Scotia Settled under an honest Safe Free 
Civil Government for I believe I shall no further give myself any 
trouble about it. I believe I have not one Enemy living in Eng- 
land. I wish there was more Regard than there is had for the 
British Plantations those valuable Blessings to the Kingdome if 
suffered to be so. 

You judge Rightly of Georgia The bettermost of the People 
are coming and going from that Wretched Colony, made so by a 
Wrong begining contrary to every thing I could say or do, Mr. 
Oglethorpe found means to get almost all to be of his party and 
those 2 or 31 who could not think right to be so, did not, through 
Modesty or Intrest or for want of Experience in plantation affairs, 
think fit to oppose the Oglethorpeans, so that at last I had no 
Second out of the 37 Trustees for opposing them being 8 or 9 
Lords 24 or 25 Members of Parliament most of them 
Zealous Oglethorpeans then, but some of them have wholy left 
them, others seldom appear appear among them its a pleasure 
to me they find what I said in a Written Declaration I had read 

1 William Tailer. 
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at the board on the 27th of March 1734 and demanded to have 
it Lodged with the Records to prove true That the Inhabitants 
would desert from that Province like leaves from a Tree in 
Autumn. I think I then sent a Copy of that Declaration to his 
Excellency. 

What I promised Just now to mention would become the peple 
of the better sort in New England to do, is to make a begining 
for some provision in favour of those of that Country who may 
fall into Distress here by accedent or Want of Prudence I think 
the Scots had a Bank in Boston for the reliefe of such of their 
Country as fell into Distress in New England. 1 They have one in 
London and in Many other places in Europe And I think there 
is great Reason for something like it for those of New England 
I have seen occations for such a thing I shall mention 2 or 3 
of them vizt. some time after I returned from New England in 
the begining of the year 1704 there were many Seamen of New 
England came out of Denant Gale near St. Mallo a Town of 
France in the upper Bretagne where they had been carryed into 
by their Privateers who took them coming from New England to 
England. You may Imagin they came poore and needy Enough 
God knows how they got Credit or Sustenance whilst here The 
Merchants in General consults their Intrest how much per cent 
they shall get by laying out their Money. Those poor Exchanged 
Prisoners wanted to get home to their Famelies, but how they 
did it I know not, for as; I was seting in the New England Coffee 
house old Mr. Hackshaw came down Stares when he saw the 
Master of his Ship then bound for Boston seting with me in the 
Coffee Roome Called to him and Said, Captain I charge you not 
to Suffer any passenger to come on board yo'r Ship before his 
passage Money five pounds to be paid. This was in my Eyes very 
berberouse treatment to men who had Suffered by coming in their 
Ships, how those poor men could do I know not I was not in 
Circomstances to help them nither did I know any of them I 
sh^ll mention one or 2 I did know about the Time Good Mrs. 
Noyse 2 came with her Brother the Governor to London to seek 
Reliefe for her lameness, Mrs. Susanah Winslow now Mrs. Alden 3 

1 Little is known of this Society, but in the Shaw mss. are a number 
of receipts for sums received by the needy. It is called the " Scots Private 
Charitable Society," the "Scots Box," "Scots Charity Box," or "Scots 
Charitable Society," the last being the official title. In 1765 John Erwing 
was President and William Murray, Treasurer. See Memorial History of 
Boston tv. 659. 

2 Ann (Belcher) Noyes, wife of Oliver Noyes (1675-1721). 

3 Susannah, daughter of Edward and Elizabeth (Hutchinson) Wjnslow, 
married John Alden of Boston, November 22, 1722. 
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was with her, A Young Man Named John Daffin or Dafforn x his 
Mother lived near Olivers Dock The poor Young Man had Lost 
an Arm in an Engaigement but was afterwards employed as cheife 
mate in the Same Merchant Service under one Capta'n Poke but 
whether through want of Prudence in him or Pride of the Master 
or both I know not, but he was discharged and having but one 
arm could not very readily get employment, he spent his Money 
and Cloths and then went to Tunbridge and by beging or other- 
wise got bread and remained there until the Season was over 
and came to Ratclif by the Thames side where he had Spent his 
Money but they would not entertain him having no Money and 
the Winter being then come on he was forced to ly on bulks and 
in the Street and was in a Greiveous Condition Rags and Lice 
and almost Starved with hunger and Cold. Somebody had told 
of my Wife who directed him to Mrs. Winslow now Mrs. Alden 
and he went to 3peake to her at the Governors Lodging over 
against the Royal Exchange on Cornhill but the Mistress of the 
Shop seing such a frightfull object would not hear him but caled 
their Porter to drive him away but my Wife coming there in the 
Evening told Mrs. Noise and Mrs. Winslow of him, they desired 
the Mrs. of the Shop to let them know if he came again w'ch he 
did the next day and Mrs. Noyse, good Soul, did what was very 
Natural to her she fed the hungry and Covered the Naked. 

Another was Sir Charles Hobby 2 Son John, after his Fathers 
death Mr. Belcher ordered his Son Capta'n John Foy 3 to take 
the poor Lad with him in the Ship Protestant Ceazer bound from 
Boston to the West Indias and London, here he saw Somebody 
advised him to come to me he was but a Child when I left 
Boston I enquired every thing of him I thought proper, and 
found Capta'n Foy had not used him Kindly or Humanly had 
messed him in the forecastle with a Negro during the Voyage and 
bad Suffered every body that pleased to beat and ill use the poor 
Lad. I could Scarce believe it until I talked with Capta'n Foy 
about it who owned it all, and said he did not bring him to make 
a Gentleman of him (which I thought was true enough) and he 
would not have had him but for his Father Belcher and that he 
should do no better for him and what not, so I then talked with 
Captain Wyer who had taken Possession of the Ship Capta Foy 

1 John Dafforne or Daffern is mentioned by Savage. 

2 See note in N. E. Hist, and Gen. Register, xxiv. no. The son may 
be the object of Belcher's recommendation in 1732 for a fellowship in 
Harvard College. 6 Collections, vi. 474, 478. 

3 He had married Sarah, daughter of Andrew Belcher, and sister of the 
Governor. 
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having left her. he, Capta'n Wyer behaved very handsomly in 
the matter and said if the Lad Continued in the Ship he would 
engaige he should be well used but then he must have Cloaths 
and Necessaries w'ch he wanted very much so I considered that 
as the poor boy was the son of a Knight and that Shew and Noise 
has great Influence in the World especially with some folks I got 
him what they caled the Kings Letter to the Captain of a Ship 
of War, but he was emediatly Seazed with the Small pox and had 
it very Severely. My Wife got a Lodging and a Norse for him 
an Excellent good nurse for that Distemper and promised her 
payment. I applyed to Mr. Stephen Mason, 1 Mr. Mico Brother 
and him who lived and Dyed in Boston, and to 3 or 4 other 
Merchants who knew his Father but not one of them would Con- 
tribute a farthing towards defraying the Expence of his Sickness 
so I was forced to pay it all except the Appothicary and for his 
Lodging who let it alone for him to pay them when able, as 
soon as he was well I got him on board the said Ship and I 
bought him a Quadran, a Callender and other books and Instru- 
ments for his voyage and Spoke to General Nicholson for him 
The General gave Shirst and some Cloaths of his own so we set 
forth John in a torerable and he was Esteemed the first of the 
Kings letter men on board as being best recommended to the 
Captain The Ship went on the Coast of Scotland and stayed 
there about 10 months and them came to the hope and John 
came up but did not let me know it some time after I saw him 
on Tower hill and was somewhat surprised at seing me w'ch 
gave me some concerne, but I did not then know he had happend 
to see a young Woman going to her Husband at Jamaica he was 
resolved to go with her she might be a vertuous Woman for ough 
I know or heard, he got the Captain to discharge him and give 
him a Ticket for the Wages due him as the Kings letter man 
w'ch he sold and not long after sent me a letter from the Mer- 
chant Ship in the Downs he was going in to Jamaica wherein he 
told me he was going to Jamaica, for that to be in a Ship of 
War in the post of a Gentleman and not have money to spend 
as a Gentleman would not be of any benefit to him therefore he 
chose to go to Jamaca his native place. If he had Staid in the 
Kings Service his having had what they Call the Kings Letter 
w'ch was given by the Admiralty would have entitled him to a 
Commission he was since in England but did not think fit to 
come and see me. 

There is another as much an Object of Charity as any an 
Industrious Woman born in Boston who I never saw but once 
1 See Savage, Dictionary, in. 170. 
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before Yesterday since she was a little Girle when I was there 
but I have heard her very well spoken of for a very Industrious 
Woman in Distress she got somebody to come to my Wife to 
desire her to come to her but my wife happening not be able to 
walk I went and found her very ill in Bed a Docter with her 
she seems to be in Great Distress but conjured me not to mention 
her name least it might prejudice her husbands Intrest or Repu- 
tation who is just got into some employment Therefore I shall 
not mention her name at present. 

What I would say to you Reverend Sir on all this is That I 
beg leave to recommend it to y'r Consideration whether it would 
not highly become you and some others of the head Ministers in 
New England to propose it to some of the Wealthy people who 
whether going to leave the World soon or not to give something 
into the hands of some of the better sort of men of New England 
now here for the begining a New England Bank for the Releife 
of such honest men or Women of New England as may hereafter 
fall into Destresses here, surely it would redound Greatly to the 
happy Satisfaction of the first Contributers but let such of that 
Country as would be proper Solicitors for Charity here of those 
wealthy folks who shall come from and go to New England and 
other proper persons. If I was asked to name some to be Mana- 
gers her I would Name Mr. Henry Newman, Mr. Richard Part- 
ridge Mr. Belch [er] of the Temple and Mr. Wilks 1 There may 
be others I know not fit to promote the hon'r and Reputation of 
New England. 

I request you will send the Inclosed letter w'ch I have writ to 
some men of hon'r in Connecticut who will not be affraid of 
offending any in doing what I have therein Requested. 

My Wife joynes in Tenders of utmost Respects to your Lady 
and beg your Remembrance of us in your Prayers I pray God 
preserve you to be still a great Blessing to that Country. 

I have some thing further to say but shall not be so trouble- 
some at present. 

I am w'th all possible Esteem and the Greatest Respect, Rever- 
end and hon'rd Sir your most obedient humble servant 

Thomas Coram 



London 24th August 1739. 

Reverend and Hon'rd Sir, — I return you most hearty thanks 
for your kind letter of the 6th December which was accompanied 
with 2 Copies of an Excellent Sermon, a Letter from Governor 
1 Francis Wilks, agent for Connecticut. 
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Talcot to yourself another from Mr. Wadsworth of Hertford and 
a Copy of a Record of a Declaration of Owaneco and another 
of his Nephew Ben Uncas on the same paper. I have no manner of 
Doubt but that Mason did what he could to Cheat the Indians of 
their Lands, is there a Man of Connecticut who would not do the 
same. 1 I am afraid they have done it too much, their posteritys 
Blood may pay for it, as it has done in some other places of those 
who have most unchristianly Cheated them. 

I perceive you think there was some Designe to Set up Cato 
the Indian for Chiefe of the Tribe or that he was thought to be 
a Man of Influence amongst them. I beg leave to assure you sir 
there was no such Designe nor was he ever thought here to be a 
person of Influence, but as you say one of Masons Schoolers; I 
will acquaint you the Reason of my writing to him, and since 
you and his Excellency have by your Mistake thought proper it 
should be sunk I must be obliged to send another and think to 
get it conveyed to him by order of the Post Masters General, to 
their Agents at New York. The reason is This Sir Charles Wager 
is not an absolute Stranger in America he has been at Piscataqu[a] 
Boston Rhoad Island New York Virginia and all to the South- 
ward, he well knows the Importance of being well with the 
Indians on the British Frontiers and having seen Cato and the 
other Indian, was Greatly desirous the Indians should go away 
satisfyed and that their Tribe should be so too, and when I told 
him I had got a hatchet made here for a present to Cato accord- 
ing to the patternd I desired him to make for it and gave him 
a fine piece of old England ash for a helve or handle for it, at 
which he was Extreamly well pleased, I believe as much as if I 
had given him something of a Great Value, and some time after 
he had been long gon from hence Sir Charles asked me if I had 
heard of his geting over and had any account from the tall young 
man (meaning Mason). I told him not and Marveled I had 
received no letter from him and that I had thoughts of Writing 
to Cato who could read and Write, Sir said I would to well to 
encourage him and his Tribe that they might alwayes expect Jus- 
tice from the King and it was fit the Indians should all know it 
for they have been greatly abused every where which was the real 
Motive of my Writing to Cato. And I am very very Sorry my 
letter [was] not by some means or other Suffered to go to him 
but I dare not let Sir Charles know the Governor advised 
against it. 

Mason came to me soon after his Arival but I gave him a 

l The deed to John Mason from the Indians is in 5 Collections, ix. 
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Cold reception for his base Ingratitude in not writing a line to 
Sir Charles Wager who I had Introduced him and his Father to 
after he had denyd himself to hear them having the affairs of 
the Navy on his Shoulders, and after he helped him after his 
Fathers Death and got £300 for him to defray the Expence of 
their voyage hither and back beside all the Fees in the Offices 
Free to him This ungratefull Brute Mason never writ Sir Charles 
nor me a line of thanks I dare say he will not come to me againe 
for I told him he should never have any favour from me nor any 
friend of mine What he is doing I know not I never enquire 
about him, but I mentioned him and my dislike of him to Sir 
Charles. 

On the 14th Instant the King signed the Charter or the Bill 
so called before the Great seal is affixed, it is to my Satisfaction 
in every perticuler since with much Difficulty I got several 
amendments to it w'ch the Attorney Gen'l opposed I suppose 
he thought it a blemish to his hon'r to desire any amendments 
whereupon I petitioned the Lords of the Committee of Privy 
Council for those amendments to be made which their L'dships 
ordered to be done accordingly I shall get the Charter Printed 
and will send you a Printed Copy I have now sent my Mother 
a Written Copy and have desired her to send it for you to see 
as also an Impression of the Common Seal of the Corporation 
which I chose out of the affair Mentioned in the 2d of Exodus 
of Pharoah's Daughter and her Maids finding Moses in the ark 
of Bulrushes which I thought would be very appropo for an hos- 
pital for Foundlings Moses being the first Foundling we read of. 
The Motto round the Seal is vizt. Sigillutn Hospitii Infantum Ex- 
positorum Londiwensis. The Seal is cut in Steel but [by] a 
Good artist. 

If there should be a Warr, a Chest or Bank of Relief in this 
City would be most absolutely Necessary for those of New 
England who should happen to fall into the hands of Enemies and 
after lying long in the Enimies Goales come to London Naked and 
Sick without Money or friends a little Money Contributed to such 
a bank by those who come here in good Circumstances would be 
of much more hon'r to their Country and to themselves, than to 
go from the New England Coffee house of a Saterday Night to a 
Publick or Private Meeting in Drury Lane so often until some of 
them goes to their own Country with a fistilow in their Reputa- 
tion vastly differing from what is practised on those nights in 
New England. I always thought a Peaceable Saterday night one 
of the Grolies [Glories] of that Country. 

The Reverend Mr. Smith presents you with his utmost Re- 
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spects he was about 3 years and half past presented to the Living 
or Rectorship of Alhallows by London Wall and soon after was 
marryed to a Beautifull young Gentlewoman who proves to be 
Vertuous Kind Delightful Wife without fault. Soon after His 
Marryage he Invited me and my Wife to any part of his house 
w'ch is the Parsonage house for the Sake of our Company though 
I believe was much more for my Wife's than for mine, he would 
have given us house roome but I would not accept of it on that 
Score, and agreed for his first floar upstares 3 or 4 Rooms where 
we have been 2 years and % w'th the best and most agreable 
Company that can be. They are both too good and too Wise to 
think the worse of my Wife for going to meeting, they think them- 
selves happy in us and we know ourselves happy in them. 

My Wife and I Joyne in Tenders of our utmost Respects to 
yourself and Lady. I am with the Greatest Esteem Reverend 
and Hon'rd Sir Your most obedient and most humble servant 

Thomas Coram. 

P: S. I think I may say I am sure of having 34 acres of 
Land in the fields before Queens Square in Ormond Street for 
a Scite for our Hospital and every thing proper belonging thereto 
it is about an equal Distance from Aldgate and from Whitehall 
or St. James Palace. 

[Memorandum] Rec'd Oct. 24, 1739. 



London 3d September 1739. 

Reverend and Hon'rd Sir, — I this day saw Mr. Henry 
Newman who shewed me the Inclosed w'ch he received yesterday. 
I begg'd it of him to send to you the better to Confirm the 
real Necessity of a New England Bank for relief of such New 
England Folks on this side the World who fall into Distress 
here; If it were once begun though but by a very small Mat- 
ter by some few folks of the best Esteem and Character it would 
soon increase here if put into proper hands to be appointed by 
the first Contributers and be greatly to the hon'r of New Eng- 
land as well as a real Comfort and preservation to those of it 
who happen by some accident or other to fall into Extream 
Want and no Care taken of them being Strangers here. 

I have the hon'r to be w'th profound Respect Reverend and 
hon'rd Sir yo'r most obedient ser't 

Thomas Coram. 
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London 13th September 1740. 

Reverend and Hon 'rd Sir, — It having pleased the Almighty 
God to remove my dearly beloved Wife from hence by death in 
the Middle of July Worn out by long Sickness, I was Marryed 
to her a little above 40 years during which time she never once 
gave me Cause to be angry or vexed at her, she was always a 
Sincere Christian of an humble meek and Quiet Spirit and Wisely 
Study'd my Peace and Comfort and was to her Life's End a 
vertuous kind and Prudent Wife without fault. She Chearfully 
bore an affectionate part in all my Toyls and affections. By her 
Death I am bereaved of one of the best of Wives but as it 
is the hand of the God of Mercy, I humbly Submit and beseech 
His Divine Majesty to Sanctify this Stroke to me. 

I am Strong and pretty Successfull in accomplishing the Estab- 
lishment of my Darling Project the Hospital for the Maintenance 
and Education of Exposed and Deserted Young Children; after 
the Charter was passed in October last I got an Act of Parliament 
for Confirming and enlarging the Powers therein Granted. We 
had an Offer made to lett us Mountague House by Lease for 
an Hospital but that could not be accepted. Yet that offer 
Hurted the Charity very Much. We have between 5 and 6000 
pounds in Cash paid in, 326 annual Subscriptions and 2300 li. 
Legacies not yet received. Benefactions are at a Stand because 
we have not began to Build yet which I think we should have 
done before now. 

I have found Many weak persons, more Ladies than Gentlemen 
say such a foundation will be a promotion of Wickedness; I was 
about 3 Months past at a Noblemans at Diner where many of the 
Learned men of the universitys come and 4 or 5 of them dined 
there that day. after Diner came in a Gentleman a friend of the 
Nobleman came in and asked the Learned men (I found he knew 
them) if they would set to and write something to convince a 
Woman of her Mistake about this Intended Hospital and Said his 
Wife had, by the Will of one of her Relations 3000 li. left to 
her Care and Management for Erecting a Charity School in a 
Certain Parish for a Certain Number of Children and Said the 
Parish where the School by the Will was to be Erected would not 
accept of the Money on Such a Condition because the Intrest of 
the Money is Much falln and they the Parish Officers could not 
afford to feast themselves out of it. whereupon this Gentleman 
said he had been trying to perswade his Wife to give it to this 
Hospital, she said she would by no means encourage so wicked 
a thing whereof he desired any of those Gentlemen of Learning 
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to draw up somthing and have it printed but they all excused 
themselves. I was sorry for their refusal. Met the next day 
with Mr. Samuel Chandler a Son of Mr. Chandler 1 who I have 
been told Succeeded you at Bath, this Gentleman was Bred a 
Book Seller but has for Several years past Preached in the Meet- 
ing 2 where Mr. Showers 3 used to Preach he redily complyed 
with my Request and so that it should be printed and sold by a 
High Church bookseller that nobody here might know who or 
what he is that Writ it, it gives great satisfaction. I have sent 
one of the Copys to my Wife's Neice Mrs. Unice Greenleaf 4 in 
her box for you. she is at her Father's Mr. Thomas Wallis they 
will send it to you when the box comes on there from Capta'n 
Hall. 

I am affraid my Dear Wife's Death will break her poor 
Mother's heart. 

I request you will be pleased to make my Compliments accept- 
able to your Lady I wish you both health and Peace and beg 
leave to subscribe me Reverend and Hon'rd Sir your most obedi- 
ent and most humble ser't 

Thomas Coram. 

P: S The Reverend Mr. Smith, where I and my Wife have 
lived above 3 years and half, and his Wife have been the Most 
Civil folks and always treated my Wife with the Greatest regard 
that was Possible notwithstanding my Wife went to Meeting 
he had thought to have writ to you since my Wife Dyed but is 
afraid it will be unacceptable to you because he sess he has writ 
twice since he had the favour of a line from you. 

Sir Charles Wager told me Mason has got a New Commission 
so there will be an Opertunity and a proper time for those Con- 
cerned to set forth the Rougery of Concealing the Deed w'ch 
the Indians gave and which they were made to believe was Burnt. 

[Memorandum] Mr. Coram. 1740. Answered Nov. 22. 

Remarks were made during the meeting by Messrs. A. B. 
Hart, Perry, Shattuck, and General Schaff. 

1 Samuel Chandler (1693-1766), who opened a bookshop because his 
wife's fortune had been lost in the South Sea bubble. 

2 At the Old Jewry. 

3 John Shower (1657-171S). 

4 She married Stephen Greenleaf (1704-1765). Her mother was Grace 
Wayte (b. 1681) who married, April 7, 1702, Thomas Wallace. 
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MEMOIR 

OF 

EDWARD HENRY CLEMENT 

BY SAMUEL ELIOT MORISON 



Edward H. Clement, editor of the Boston Transcript 
and lover of mankind, was born at Chelsea, Massachusetts, 
on April 19, 1843. He was a descendant of Robert Clement, 
who came from England to Haverhill, Massachusetts, in the 
ship Clement and Job, in the early days of the Bay Colony. 
Both his parents, Cyrus and Rebecca Fiske (Shortridge) 
Clement, were originally of Claremont, New Hampshire. 
Cyrus was a wholesale woolen merchant in Boston, fairly 
prosperous until the fire of 1872 wiped out his stock and 
business. 

Chelsea, at the time of Ned Clement's boyhood, was a 
typical New England town by the sea, of white houses and 
spacious grounds, elm-shaded and lilac-embowered, a favor- 
ite place of residence for Boston merchants and professional 
men. The Clement house was on a knoll with a wide out- 
look, and Ned's first memories were of the clipper ships, 
being built or launched in nearby East Boston, or putting 
out to sea past Apple Island. He had six or seven 
brothers and sisters, all devoted to each other and to 
their mother, who was a woman of unusual sensitiveness and 
feeling for beauty. Each member of the family played some 
musical instrument, and most of them took part in the debat- 
ing societies and other typical activities of the New Eng- 
land town of that day. 

In the autumn of i860 Ned entered Tufts College, then 
a new and struggling institution. Before his freshman year 
was over, the Civil War broke out. After two of his elder 
brothers had enlisted, Ned went to a recruiting office and 
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did likewise by falsifying his age; a patriotic deception 
which proved of no avail against the parental veto. 

He returned to college. Even in the years of currency 
inflation, the cost of an education at Tufts was incredibly 
low. Edward's term-bills show an average expenditure of 
sixty dollars a year for tuition and room rent, and three 
dollars a week for board. 

In the winter of 1862-63, he left college to become prin- 
cipal of the high school at Stow, Massachusetts. Neither 
the place nor the profession suited him, and he returned 
once more to College Hill, graduating with his class — seven 
in number — in July, 1864. At the commencement exer- 
cises he delivered the valedictory oration, on " The Enthu- 
siasm of Genius." 

During the summer the young B.A. visited one of his 
brothers, a Union officer stationed at Hilton Head, S. C. 
Entering Savannah with the Union army, he met two New 
York newspaper men, who under military authority seized 
the Savannah Morning News, and placed Edward Clement, 
now in his twenty-first year, in charge as editor. He had 
youthful enthusiasm, courtly manners, and sympathy for 
the defeated people among whom his lot was cast; but he 
also wished to uplift the freedmen, an attitude which made 
it impossible to pierce the hostile atmosphere of Savannah. 
After sticking it out for two or three years he gave up his 
position and returned northward. 

In 1868, Mr. Clement went to New York, and became 
a reporter on Horace Greeley's Tribune. His work pleased 
the then editor, John Russell Young, who advanced him to 
city editor in 1869. About May of that year he resigned, 
apparently because he had been made the scapegoat in a 
dispute between the Tribune and the Associated Press. The 
New York Sun characteristically remarked: " Mr. E. H. 
Clement, the one-hundred-and-eighty-ninth city editor of 
the Tribune, has accepted an editorial situation on the 
Newark Advertiser. Mr. Clement writes pure English, 
flavored with sound common sense." " He and N. C. Meeker 
were the Beau Brummels of the Tribune, only ' Clem ? wore 
all the good clothes," stated the New York Telegram, add- 
ing that Mr. Clement " is a success on the Advertiser, as 
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Boston notions are well received in Newark." For a few 
weeks before obtaining the Newark post, he did space- 
writing for several New York papers, including the World, 
for which he served as special correspondent on President 
Grant's trip to Boston with Jay Gould and " Jim " Fiske. 

The same year that he went to Newark, 1869, Mr. Clem- 
ent married Miss Gertrude Pound, of New York. She was 
a devoted wife, and their twenty-six years of married life 
were very happy. Within a few years Mr. Clement left the 
Advertiser for the Register, and at the same time became 
editor and proprietor of the Elizabeth (N. J.) Journal. 
Early in 1875 ^ e was offered the assistant editorship of the 
Boston Transcript. " In our years of professional fellow- 
ship with him," wrote the editor of the Newark Advertiser, 
" we have found him scholarly in thought and reading, 
earnest in duty, firm in discipline and obstinate in opinion. 
. . . We congratulate the Transcript/' 

The Boston Evening Transcript was indeed to be con- 
gratulated on acquiring this young man, who was destined 
to guide it from obscurity to a unique position in American 
journalism. At that date, 1875, the Transcript counted for 
very little as an organ of opinion, or of anything else. It 
had once been edited by a woman, and still exhaled the 
aroma of that association. It specialized in harmless local 
and personal gossip, and in columns of " Facts and Fancies " 
and " Maxims worth Knowing." The book reviews and 
literary comment, written by Charles E. Hurd, were, how- 
ever, excellent; and the circulation, though very small, was 
" select." It was a good foundation to build upon; but 
unless the building were done quickly, it would decay in 
the shade of the journalistic skyscrapers that were shoot- 
ing up on every side. 

Mr. Clement was put in immediate charge of the musical, 
dramatic and artistic departments, and soon raised these 
to a higher standard than that of any newspaper in 
New England. His influence, moreover, invigorated the en- 
tire journal. He wrote crisp, pithy editorials on current 
politics; he introduced new features, several of which are 
still in the Transcript, such as " Musical Matters," " Art 
and Artists," " Notes and Queries," " Divers Good Causes," 
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and " School and College." Consequently, when Mr. Wil- 
liam P. Hovey retired in 1881, Mr. Clement succeeded him as 
editor-in-chief; a position that he held for twenty-five years. 

Mr. Clement's character and disposition were not well 
suited, one would think, to the editorship of a great city 
newspaper. His temperament was artistic, his tastes lite- 
rary and musical, his political ideas were liberal, in the nine- 
teenth-century meaning of the word, and he was above all a 
humanitarian idealist. One of his closest associates, himself 
an editor, has said of Mr. Clement, " More than any other 
man I ever knew, he led the New Testament life ": a state- 
ment which serves to deepen the mystery of his success. He 
was generous and confiding, giving freely of his time, money 
and advice to the poor, the struggling, the unfortunate; and 
not always discriminating in the objects of his generosity, 
or in the causes that he espoused. He was loyal to a fault, 
withdrawing his trust in a friend or his support from a 
public man only with the greatest reluctance, and after re- 
peated provocation. His political and economic beliefs 
were formed more by his heart than by his head. Neverthe- 
less, the Boston Evening Transcript, which seems to the 
present generation one of the most ancient and solid of Boston 
institutions, is in great part a monument to Mr. Clement's 
skill and character. Most of the features and departments 
whose excellence give the paper its peculiar stamp — the 
notable exceptions being the business, sporting and financial 
departments — were either established by Mr. Clement, or 
by men secured by him. 

Opinion differs considerably as to the precise extent of 
Mr. Clement's influence in building up the Transcript, and 
it is difficult for an outsider to form a just estimate. He was 
never so completely identified with his paper as Greeley with 
the Tribune or Dana with the Sun; and, as he never had 
any share in the ownership, he could have accomplished 
nothing without some measure of support from the owners. 
On the other hand, no one who knew the situation seems 
able to name any one of the many capable journalists con- 
nected with the Transcript whose influence on its develop- 
ment was in any way comparable with Mr. Clement's; and 
it seems to be generally agreed that his was the guiding brain. 
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Certainly the character of the paper down to 1900, was 
very similar to that of its editor-in-chief. 

All American newspapers that have survived were expand- 
ing fast, in the eighties and nineties; but none expanded 
in quite the same way as the Transcript under Mr. Clement. 
It was in no sense a popular journal, and was insensitive to 
broad currents of public opinion. In politics it was inde- 
pendent and liberal. It was not sensational, and never 
acquired the slightest tinge of yellow. It published no sport- 
ing news, or illustrations, or Sunday edition. But its vir- 
tues were more positive than negative. It was sensitive to 
injustice and- oppression, particularly outside New Eng- 
land; and highly appreciative of excellence in every form, 
wherever found. New movements and tendencies, particu- 
larly in art, literature and music, were treated with interest 
and respect, instead of the jibes and sneers which they gen- 
erally encounter from a successful newspaper. In a word, 
the Transcript well represented the educated native Yankee 
intelligentsia (the New England Brahmin caste, as Dr. 
Holmes, coiner of the phrase, meant it), into which Mr. 
Clement was born. 

The position of editor-in-chief was no sinecure. Mr. 
Samuel P. Mandell, one of the principal owners of the paper, 
returned from a European trip in 1884 to find with dismay 
that the Transcript had " gone mugwump," — it was support- 
ing Cleveland for President against Blaine. Mr. Mandell 
found it impossible to turn his editor from this course. The 
personal relations, or lack of relations, which were established 
between the two — and which lasted until their deaths, oc- 
curring in the same week — may be deduced from the fol- 
lowing letter in Mr. Clement's files: 

33 Summer St. 
Sept 4th 84. 

My dear Clement : — I congratulate you and the rest of the 
so-called Independents upon the honor and honesty of your 
party. It used to be said that there was " Honor among thieves," 
but it seems that there is not honor enough among your party to 
cast an honest ballot for their own candidates. I think the Tran- 
script will rue the day when it went into such company. 

Yours truly, 

S. P. Mandell 
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C. F. Hovey & Co. 

Boston, July 8th 1886. 
E. H. Clement, Esqr. 

Dear Sir: — Yours of 7th to hand, and contents noted. Were 
you and I more " in accord " the letter I wrote you on the 6th 
(and which I now regret exceedingly) would not have caused the 
trouble that it did, and would have been taken in an entirely 
different spirit. Unfortunately for me, but probably fortunately 
for "The Transcript," you told me you wanted none of my 
advice. I have never since that time given it. But I can't see 
why I may not express my opinions once in a while, and that 
too without creating a disturbance in the office — and worrying 
Mr. Durant who has enough on his shoulders without any such 
disturbance. As I said before I regret writing and sending you 
the letter, for the above reason; but my ideas are not changed, 
and I have " fresh hatred for the causes " of the troubles in South 
Ireland, which troubles are first Laziness and 2d Ignorance and, as 
Goldwin Smith says, egged on by politicians. And the reason 
that the prominent men of this country say nothing against " home 
rule " is that they want Irish votes. Yours truly, 

Sam P. Mandell 

Transcript Office 
Boston, July 8 1886. 
S. P. Mandell, Esq. 

Dear Sir: — As you hold no personal relations with me, I 
could not but consider your letter addressed to me as editor, and 
hence concerning everybody involved in setting the course the 
paper takes — for no position ever has been or ever will be taken 
arbitrarily by myself alone, against the advice of Mr. Durant and 
my colleagues. We do our best to keep the paper's character 
and prosperity what it was in the past, and the public seems to 
approve and support our efforts. I have had the misfortune to 
incur your hostility on account of political differences. I have 
never knowingly treated you discourteously, unless it be dis- 
courteous for me to firmly assert my responsibility as editor and 
my purpose, as long as I may be editor, to have the paper edited 
in this office, and nowhere else. I can not do otherwise and be 
faithful to the responsibility. Very respectfully yours, 

E. H. Clement 

This atmosphere of armed truce was not a pleasant one 
to work in. But Mr. Clement had so revivified the Tran- 
script, and his personality had brought it such prestige, that 
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he became indispensable to the owners. He compromised to 
the extent of allowing others in the office to direct the 
editorial policy during presidential campaigns; but through- 
out his tenure of office the Transcript was distinctly liberal in 
its politics. Its columns were open to everyone — Irish 
home-rulers, friends of Armenia, single-taxers, anti-vivisec- 
tionists, and women suffragists; and several of these, and 
even less popular causes, were supported in the editorial 
columns. Lucy Stone, in a letter of 1891 to Mr. Clement, 
declares herself: "Always grateful for the good service the 
Transcript renders to the cause of Women." Mr. -Clement 
always refused to have in the Transcript a " woman's page," 
a feature beloved by contemporary journalists, preferring to 
make the entire paper of such character that it could be read 
by intelligent men and women alike. 

One of the greatest services Mr. Clement performed for 
his newspaper and for the community was the encourage- 
ment of young men with a literary bent. Hamlin Garland 
speaks appreciatively of Mr. Clement's encouragement, in 
his autobiography. Ralph Adams Cram made his first public 
appearance in the columns of the Transcript. The services 
of the late William F. Apthorp as musical critic were secured 
in the early days of Mr. Clement's editorship, and retained 
against the wishes of Mr. Mandell. Mr. Apthorp's able 
successor, Mr. H. T. Parker, was taken on in 1891; and in 
May, 1893, h e wrote Mr. Clement: " Whatever I have done 
and whatever I may do I owe to the Transcript and the start 
it gave me, and personally to you most of all." This inter- 
est of Mr. Clement in young men continued to his death; 
and he remained so young at heart that in the latter years 
of his life, when over seventy years of age, he belonged to 
a lunch club of which he was the only member over thirty- 
five. 

Mr. Clement did not lose touch with metropolitan journal- 
ism. He corresponded frequently with critics like William 
Winter, R. W. Gilder, and E. C. Stedman. In 1882, at 
Whitelaw Reid's invitation, he began contributing a weekly 
Boston letter to the Tribune, which at that time made a 
feature of weekly letters by telegraph containing news and 
gossip from other cities. A good deal of local history is 
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preserved in these Tribune letters of Mr. Clement as may 
be seen from the following specimens for 1883: 

Boston, Feb. 3. — The Republican State Committee's choice 
of young Henry Cabot Lodge for chairman is interpreted in two 
ways — one that the "Old Guard" definitively surrenders to the 
new blood, and the other that the chance of success is so desper- 
ate that only venturous youth can be induced to undertake the re- 
sponsibility of next year's campaign. There was really no serious 
competition on the part of ex-Collector Beard, the one other 
prominent candidate for the post. Mr. Lodge has been defeated 
by prejudice against " aristocracy " in his two last attempts to 
secure the Republican nomination in the Lynn-Nahant district, 
where he resides in the summer, but he has shown so much per- 
sistency and " practical politics " in his canvasses that he has won 
the respect and admiration of the politicians. He is the gentle- 
man and scholar in politics without the guilelessness and squeam- 
ishness of the said gentleman and scholar. He will organize a 
cool, thorough and able campaign to win, and will claim his re- 
ward in due time. 

Boston, April 5. — Another topic that has made a far deeper 
stir in Boston this week is the new departure taken by the Old 
South pulpit in receiving young Mr. Gordon as its minister. After 
a long and deeply moved session of the council of orthodox Con- 
gregational ministers he enters that venerable pulpit declaring that 
he rejects utterly the foundation-stone of Calvinism, the vicarious 
atonement. Christ came into the world not as a sacrifice but as 
an enlightener and emancipator of man's mind in religious faith. 
The young divine professes himself still a student and answers 
his questioners that he does not know enough about the world to 
come to state precisely what goes on there; but he is convinced 
by his reason that punishment cannot be everlasting unless sin 
is everlasting. He finally received the votes of 46 to 18 against 
him, and the Rev. Dr. Webb refused to administer the oath to 
him. It is freely stated that had the council rejected him he 
would have been put into the pulpit all the same, the upholders 
of the " new departure " in Andover theology having reached the 
determination to take their stand here and now. The Rev. Dr. 
George E. Ellis, the eminent Unitarian historian, pointed out in 
his speech at the installation supper, which had been much delayed 
by the tough struggle in the council, that this Old South Church, 
like every other of which he had ever heard, began in a quarrel. 
He also recalled the times when the " gentlemen " only ruled in 
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the business of the churches. This had a particular pointedness 
from the circumstance that the new minister was a few years ago 
a poor mechanic, a friendless young Scotch immigrant at work in 
a South Boston safe factory. 

Boston, April 28. — The combat deepens. Last week witnessed 
the establishment of a deadlock between Governor Butler and the 
Legislature on the appropriation bills for the charitable and cor- 
rectional institutions. This week he has locked horns with the 
Board of Health, Lunacy and Charity, and with the Attorney- 
GeneraFs office. The Governor sprang his mine upon the Tewks- 
bury Almshouse trustees on Monday. It was a genuine surprise 
to everybody. The Board of Health, Lunacy and Charity, who 
were ordered to relieve the trustees, were apparently more be- 
wildered and dismayed than the ejected board. Frank B. San- 
born, of the first-named board, an inveterate enemy of Butler's, 
but an equally inveterate pursuer of the Marshes under the old 
Board of State Charities, of which he was chairman, was suggested 
by the Governor as provisional superintendent of the almshouse 
under the Board of Health, Lunacy and Charity, acting as trus- 
tees. Sanborn immediately wrote to his old enemy, who was offer- 
ing him the chance to put another old enemy under his feet, that 
" no earthly consideration " would tempt him to assume Marsh's 
place. Then the Governor flew into a passion (in an official 
interview manifolded to the press from the Executive office) and 
abused Sanborn with his choicest virulence. 

The Board meanwhile had held a meeting and adjourned to 
Saturday after merely voting to refer the Governor's order to 
them to the Attorney- General for his opinion as to whether the 
Governor could order the Almshouse trustees out and the Health 
Board into the Almshouse. This action the Governor also took 
in high dudgeon rating the Board for their contumacy and de- 
claring anew that if every official in the State should attempt to 
balk him he would still fight single and alone to save the poor 
from being " murdered at Tewksbury and cut up at Harvard." 
Then he turned upon the Attorney- General's office and demanded 
of the Assistant Attorney in charge by what right he was going 
to give counsel to a Board that had no right to go to the Attorney- 
General for opinions, and further, what business he had to be 
giving opinions anyhow in the Attorney- General's absence. The 
Assistant Attorney-General merely replied that he had already 
informed the Board that the law did not authorize them to appeal 
to him, and as to giving opinions in his chief's absence, that was 
precisely his duty and what the Governor himself had called on 
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him to do in several instances. So the week has worn till to-day 
in this exchange of wild blows, none of which reached home. The 
Board has compromised by accepting the trusteeship without re- 
moving the Marshes, appointing an inspector over them instead. 
This is only just to persons under trial, and baffles Butler for 
the time being. 

Another cross for the Governor this week has been the defeat 
of the Meigs Elevated Railroad scheme. It is a curious and sig- 
nificant fact that this project, which has threatened Boston real 
estate now for three years, had the substantially unanimous party 
support in this Legislature of the Democrats. Butler and his 
chief henchmen have vigorously worked for it, and foreign as it 
seems to party politics, it has still been made a party question. 

As an example of Mr. Clement's tact and sympathy, a 
brief editorial note of congratulation to Walt Whitman 
for having lived through one of his last winters, called forth 
the following epistle: 

Camden May 6 '91. 

Thank you heartily — & thank Clement & all — for that deep 
deep ft in May 4th Tfranscript] ab't me at date &c; It is in 
some respects the most delicious morsel ever proffered to me 
& goes to the right spot curiously — an old fellow's heart's and 
brain's gratitude to you all — I am stumbling & tottering pur- 
blindly along these last concluding few days & paths & essays — 
my mentality & right arm responsive — the rest utterly wreck'd — 

Love to you & frau — & the editor & all the boys — If Clement 
sh'd care for this note, give it to him with best remembrance 

Walt Whitman 1 

In the meantime, Mr. Clement had acquired a distinctive 
position in the little artistic and literary world of Boston. 
During the early days of his editorship, the New England 
galaxy, as he once expressed it, was " flickering to a close "; 
but a lesser constellation was arising, grouped somewhat 
irregularly around Mrs. James T. Fields, Thomas Bailey 
Aldrich, William Dean Howells, and John Boyle O'Reilly. 
Mr. Clement's wide interest in and knowledge of things of 
the spirit, his fine presence and charming manners, and de- 
lightful conversation, gained him the friendship of these 
men and women. His house was one of the centers of intel- 

1 Recipient unknown. The letter is in Mr. Clement's files. 
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lectual Boston. Major Higginson frequently wrote asking 
his advice on matters pertaining to the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra and Colonel Lee as frequently gave his advice on 
many subjects. Mr. Clement entertained visiting actors and 
actresses, such as Henry Irving, Mrs. Fiske, and Madame 
Modjeska, and formed many warm friendships among them. 
He also wrote occasional poems and essays, some of which 
were published; and plays, which were seldom performed 
save privately; although a dramatization of Daudet's Rois 
en Exit was purchased by Irving. Another play was ac- 
cepted by Mrs. Fiske and pronounced by her the greatest 
American tragedy, but when she was ready to put it on the 
stage, Mr. Clement, with his characteristic carelessness in 
practical affairs, had mislaid the manuscript; and it was 
never recovered. During the latter years of his life he took 
up painting as a hobby. His portraits and landscapes were 
modernist in character, seeking to express the inner content 
of the subject rather than its superficial appearance. 

Nor were his friendships confined to Boston, or to purely 
intellectual circles. Perhaps the first reference to Mr. Roose- 
velt in the press is a report in the Transcript of February 23, 
1878, of his remarks on the English sparrow, at a meeting of 
the Nuttall Ornithological Club at Cambridge. On April 23, 
1884, the Transcript calls attention editorially to " the rising 
member of the New York Assembly, Mr. Roosevelt "; and 
shortly after, their common interest in civil service reform 
drew the two together. Their ways parted in 1899, when 
Mr. Clement became a prominent member of the Anti- 
Imperialist League. Success and high position never in the 
least dulled the edge of Mr. Clement's humanitarianism, 
or lessened his weight on the unpopular side of the angels. 

Mr. Clement's relations with the proprietors of the Trans- 
cript were somewhat ameliorated around 1890, when Mr. 
George S. Mandell took an active part in the management 
of the paper; but not for long. Hitherto the Transcript had 
been conducted rather penuriously. Money was now sup- 
plied to enlarge the staff and increase the services; and by 
1 89 1 the paper had acquired substantially its present make- 
up and appearance. But Mr. Clement never took any in- 
terest in the purely business end of journalism, and his 
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liberalism, especially in its quixotic aspects, became increas- 
ingly galling to the owners. He wished to continue broad- 
ening the policy of the paper, at a time when the general 
tendency of American journalism was to make a stand 
against the various 'isms that were beginning to loom 
somberly. Finally the time came when the owners felt that 
they could afford to dispense with Mr. Clement. In 
March, 1906, at the age of sixty-three, and approaching the 
close of his twenty-fifth year as editor-in-chief, he was super- 
seded by our present associate, Mr. Robert Lincoln O'Brien. 
The proprietors urged him to continue his connection with 
the paper as writer of the " Listener " column. He was too 
old to seek a new position. He had saved nothing from his 
none too ample salary, nor had he taken advantage of any 
of the numerous opportunities that fall to a newspaper editor, 
to feather his nest. Consequently he was forced to accept 
this rather humiliating offer, which, according to the con- 
temporary ethics of American journalism, was considered 
" letting him down easy." 

From 1914 until his death on February 7, 1920, Mr. 
Clement lived at Concord with his daughter, Mrs. Eleanor 
Clement Jones. He continued his interest in " every good 
cause," was always ready to drop everything and spend his 
last cent to rescue someone in distress. President Wilson's 
war policies, and the League of Nations, found in him an 
enthusiastic supporter. He kept up with the latest and best 
in literature and painting; the " Listener " was one of the 
first voices in America to hail Robert Frost as a poet worthy 
of the New England tradition. 

Readers of the placid paragraphs of the " Listener " little 
suspected the inner fire that burned within their author. 
As Mr. Clement grew older, his perception became sharper. 
Age and experience, instead of cooling the clean and gen- 
erous ardor of his youth, seemed to fan it to a clear, white 
flame. It was a flame that burned only for a few; and he 
was content that it should be so. " After all," he wrote in 
a letter, about six weeks before his death: " When one has 
waited as long as I have, he can easily contain himself a 
little while longer,, and some day nothing will matter to him, 
anyway. Meanwhile he has had a better time than anybody 
but himself knows." 



